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INTRODUCTION

Reading is a very important skill in the English learning process. In faitt,recent
years, educators and researchers such as Richard and Bamford (2008ave
increasingly focused on reading because they have identified the significant impact of
reading, especially on academic achievement. Hence, the role of teachers is crucial in
terms of providing the students with alternative materials that they would na find in
textbooks, in other words, the task of teachers is not to delude the language learner
but to prepare him, giving him the awareness and necessary skills so as to understand

how language is actually used.

Incorporating authentic materials in the process of teaching a foreign language
have been considered with the student benefiting from the exposure to real language
being used in a real context. Among the aspects that proved positive when using
authentic materials were that they are highly motivatirg, giving a sense of
achievement and encourage further reading. They are also very versatile (they can be
used different ways to promote different skills) and can be used more than once as
well as being updated. Anything can be used as authentic materidlst for developing
reading one of the most useful sources is the Internet, with large amounts of varied

material being easily accessible.

In this regard, the current undergraduate research project has the aim to explore
the impact of the use of authentic raterials in the reading proficiency of students
from Readings and Conversation | coursét is often taken for granted that students at
this level have developed the skills and strategies needed for academic reading.
Actually, they are expected to have rezdned the C1 Level (CEFF) when they finish the
English Advanced Il course. However for most of the students that is not the case, in
fact, the reading skill has traditionally been put aside in the intensive English courses.
Students lack reading techniquesyocabulary and reading habits. Key aspects to

become proficient readers in any language.

Readings and Conversation | course aims to develop the learners” skills in reading,
vocabulary building also, as it is stated on the syllabus major, one of the maargets

is to help learners in developing reading fluency and reading comprehension. It is
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important to highlight that for this semester teachers planned to include authentic
texts in the reading area of the course to develop the major units. In this senskeey
collected texts from different sources (web articles, newspapers, magazines, etc) as an
alternative to the textbook. Therefore, the research group pretends to assess the
impact that the authentic materials might have on the students reading competeac
after being exposed to these types of material, expecting that this information can be

useful for teachers and students later on.
The contents of this research project are presented as follows:

The first one is the statement of the problem. This descrés the reasons why this
investigation is going to be researched; also, it has the general and specific objectives
that set the goals to achieve while this research is carried out as well as the

justification, which states the reasons why this research igriportant.

The second is the theoretical framework which establishes a description of the
history of the use of authentic materials; besides, it contains the different concepts,
definitions and notes taken from the literature related to enhance authentic material,
whose main concern is the reading proficiency in a target language. It also presents a
variety of terms and its definitions such as: authentic material, reading, reading
proficiency and proficiency and others that could better explain the content of this

research.

The third chapter states the type of study used to carry out the investigation
appropriately. Chapter four presents the hypotheses, the ones that provide possible
AT OxA0OO Ol OEA OAOAAOAEAOO8 NOAOGOEITO AT A
material and reading proficiency. Then in chapter five the research team describes the
research design to be applied, the methodology, this is based on the steps of
identifying, describing, classifying and analyzing the collected data. In order to carry
out this undergraduate project it is necessary to implement some procedures,
techniques and instruments to obtain all the necessary and reliable information about

the study.



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

The sixth chapter deals with the population and sample that was considered in the
execution of this project. It details the accurate number of participants that were
taken into account. The seventh chapter describes the data collection instruments that

were administered to develop the investigation successfully.

After that, it comes one of the crucial steps in the project which is the analysis and
the interpretation of data. In the analysis and interpretation the results are

established by the design of bagraphs in order to show statistical data.

Finally, conclusions and recommendations mention some results shown at the end
of this investigation as well as some suggestions that could be taken into account in
order to improve the use of authentic materias in Readings and Conversation |

course.
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I. STATEMENTOF THE PROBLEM

Historical framework

The relentless push since the mid 1970s toward communicative approaches to
language teaching has brought along with it the need to develop students skills for
real world. Teachers therefore, must stimulate this world in the classroom. One way of
doing so b to incorporate the use of authentic materials. Students argue that the use
of authentic materials help to bridge the gap between classroom knowledge and
students capacity to participate in realworld events. In other words, incorporating
authentic materials helps the students acquire an effective communicative

competence in the target languagéMusallam, 2007).

In teaching English, there are four macro skills. They are listening, speaking,
reading and writing. From the four skills afford mentioned, reading is of a great
importance in the English learnng process. Through reading learners increase their
vocabulary, develop new concepts, study how words are used in context and get much

knowledge.

In teaching reading, teachersshould introduce other materials as alternative to
the textbook in order to provide the students with diverse situations. Regarding
Al OAOT AGEOGA | AGAOEAT O xA ZET A AOOEAT OEA
materials taken from the real world notspecially created for the purpose of language
O A A A HIohn§dA) 8994)

Incorporating authentic materials in teaching a foreign language offer several
advantages. According to Kilickaya (2004) the use of authentic texts isow
AT 1T OEAAOAA O1 AA T1TA xAU £ O ET AOAAOQEI C
give the learner the feeling that he or she is learning the real language. Empirical

s A A~ -

OOOAEAO j"AAT1T O&ETTAIT AT 1808 pwwnn [/ OOAh

that OOOAAT OO6 1 1 Osabsfadiéhiincreadell After @dbdsue to authentic
texts. What is more, authentic materials encourage reading for pleasure especially

because they contain topics of interest for learners. In other words the
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implementation of authentic materials when teaching reading skills should be ideal to

improve EFL students reading proficiency.
A. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBLEM

The University of El Salvador, the only public university in the country, is
composed of many schools, departments anthousands of students registered in
different majors. One of the largest schools on campus is the Foreign Languages
Department (FLD).Within the department there are two majors devoted to the
teaching of foreign languages (English and French); which atécenciatura en Idioma
Inglés Opcidn lBsefianzaand Licenciatura en Lenguas Bdernas. Among the subjects
included in the study plan for both majorsare Readings and Conversation in English |

and |l courses.

It is expected that at the end of these courses stadts master the high level of
reading proficiency required to become competent readers and future professionals
in the English teaching field. Specifically the Readings and ConversationEnglish |
course aims to develop the learners” skills in reading,oeabulary building and critical
thinking. In this course one of the main targets is to help learners develop reading

fluency and reading comprehension as it is stated on the syllabus.

For years, teachers from the FLD have made attempts to introduce auttien
materials in their English lessons, since they are aware of the importance of using
them. According to a short diagnose that the research group conducted with some of
OEA OAAAEAO6O OOAEE AEOI I OEA &,3%$h OAAAEAOO
materials engages students into the class and also motivates them. Moreover when
the research group asked if they had tried authentic materials in their classes all of
them said yes, besides the teachers claim they make use of some types of authentic
materials such as; songs, newspaper articles and videos from time to time. Therefore,
at the beginning researchers considered to conduct an investigation to measure the
impact of the intensive use of reading authentic materials on the reading proficiency

from students of Readings and Conversation | course. The idea was to carry out a pure

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 2
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experiment to prove that the intensive use of authentic materials help students to

reach a high level of reading proficiency.

In this sense, the research group was suppose intervene in Readings and
Conversation lessons by presenting and providing authentic texts for a period of six
weeks. However, the data gathering plan was rearranged after noticing that in the
syllabus for Readings and Conversation | the course metholgy suggest that there
was no structure book to follow, instead the reding aspects of the course tookexts
from different information sources (newspapers, videos, magazines, etc.) to develop
the major units/topics. In this way, the teachers werehe onesin charge to present
the material to students as well as developing all the activities required into the
classes. Since all the Readingsné Conversation | groups wereusing authentic
materials intensively there will be no control group. Therefore, the reearch design
was modified from a pure experiment to a pre experiment because this type of design

does not require a control group.

Based on the information previously mentioned, the researchers consider the

following questions in order to carry out this investigation:
General Question:

What is the impact of the use of authentic materials on the students reading

proficiency in English language?
Subsidiary Questions:

1. Does the implementation of authentic materials in Readings and Conversation |
course becomean alternative over using the traditional approach?

2. Does the exposure to authentic materials expand the vocabulary of Readings
and conversation | students?

3. Do authentic texts really stimulate the students” interest for reading?

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 3
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B. OBJECTIVES

GENERALOBJECTIVE:

To explore the impact of the use ofauthentic materials on the reading profciency of
students from Reading and Conversation in English coursed the Foreign Languages

Department at the University of El Salvador.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

V To determine to what extent the use ofauthentic materials influence the
reading proficiency level of studentsof Reading and Conversation in English

coursesat the Foreign Languages Department.

V47 AOOAOO OOOAAT 006 OAAAEIT g edpdsédmiieE AT AU A

use of authentic materials.

V To assess the level of improvement on reading proficiencybtained by
students of Reading and Conversation in English coursefter being exposed to

the use of reading authentic materials based on thetudentsO1T OOAT | AO

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 4
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C. JUSTIFICATION

Reading as one of the foumacro skills, is an integral part in the learnig process
of a second language-ence, the task of teachers to provide the students with reading
OA@OO0 OEAO x1 O1 A £EOI A iwell adikcikasete®d Addivatb®6 1T AAA
and interest. In this regard, using authentic materials in reading courses becomes a
good alternative.
| OOEAT OEA | AGAOEAT O AOA AAEET AA AONn 08 OA;
DOODBI OAG6 | 7AIl 1 A Ak thereboxecwdjtten fordnativedspeBKdrs and
AT 1 OAET OOAAIT 6 1 AT COACA8 ' AAT OAET ¢ O O0AAAT ]
have been produced to fulfil some social purpose in the language community.
Authentic texts are meant to foster engagementind interest in students while
delivering important reading instruction. Studies have shown that students have
higher comprehension when they are motivated and engaged in texts they are

reading.

Authentic materials are easy to find sincahere is a plethora of literature and
media available from which to choose besides, authentic texts are generally up to date,
especially texts pulled from websites and other online sources a wide variety of

types from newspapers, flyers, menus, magazines, bills tebeoks, tickets, cards, etc.

Having this in mind, the aim of this sidy is to measure the impact thathe use of
authentic materials hason the reading proficiency of students of the Radings and
Conversation courses of The Foreign Languages Department at The University of El
Salvador. Because the research group believes that the implementation of authentic
materials might have a significant impact on the students reading competence due to
the fact that theuse of these texts allows students to get used to reading in the real
world which increases student motivation and interest, key factors in advancing
comprehension strategies. Using preéeading, while-reading and afterreading
strategies are important aspets of an authentic text based reading prograrBesides

that some graduation works concerning reading proficiency have been done, but none

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 5
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concerning with measuring the studens reading proficiency after beng exposed to

authentic materials.

D. DELIMITATION OFTHE PROBLEM

The aim of the investigationwas to explore the impact of the use of reading
authentic materials on the reading proficiency of students from Readings and
Conversation | course at the Foreign Language Department at University of El
Salvador (UES). This undergraduate research project was carried out during the

second semestefrom August to November, 2014.

To conduct this research project, the researchers seles three groups from
the total amount of students registered in Readings and Conversah [. this
investigation was developed at the beginning of the second semester of the academic
year 2014.

With the results obtained in this undergraduate research project it is expected
to contribute to enrich the academic experience in the language teaol
implementing the use of authentic materials to enhance reading proficiency. In this
sense, this research might be used as a tool for teachers who are planning to work

with the subject of Readings and Conversation later on.

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 6
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Il. THEORETICALFRAMEWORK
Background

Interest in authentic materials has a history as long as 1890s and Henry Sweet
(1899) is believed to be one of the first advocates who favored the use of authentic
materials and discussed their benefits over contrived ones. He believedat natural

A N~ oA s~

OABOO OAT EOOOGEAA O AOGAOU EAAOOOA 1T &£ OEA 1

OOAPAOGEOGEITT 1T &£ AARAOOAET COAi T AGEAAT AT T OOOBAC
certain combinations of words to the almost total exclusion of otherswvhich are
ANOAT T Uh T O PAOEADPO AOGAT 11 OA AOOAT OEAIT 6 | A

authenticity according to Gilmore (2004) dates back to the discussion raised by
Chomsky (1965) and Hymes (1972) who remarked that communicative competence
does ot only comprise the knowledge of the language but the need for contextualized
communication. The climax of this view was seen in communicative language

teaching.

As Lin (2004) puts it, from 1980s the importance of teaching authentic texts in
culturally authentic contexts rather than texts designed pedagogically has been
emphasized by communicative approaches. This is also mentioned by Guariento and
Morley (2001) who believes that using authentic materials relates to the onset of
communicative movements n which there was an attempt to stimulate real world in
the classroom. Many language teachers (Shrum and Glisan, 2000; Richards, 2001;
Kilickaya, 2004, etc) believe that authenticity has proved its beneficial role in

language teaching and there is no arguent regarding this.

Nowadays, Khaniya (2006) believes that in the course of the decade, the use of
authentic materials has become increasingly popular in learning situations ranging
from traditional intensive ESL to language training for professionals. Ptcularly in
the latter setting, he believes that a larger number of teachers are starting to identify
the benefits of authentic materials and the options that such texts may provide. Thus,
these options may be applied to diverse settings, learning objeeés or tasks. As Bax

(2003) states, for materials developer and syllabus designers on one hand, and task

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 7
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based approaches and communicative language teaching on the other, authenticity
has played a focal role. According to Shomoossi and Ketabi (2007),hatto, syllabus
designers and materials developers used to base materials development on the
arrangement of the content materials and activities while ignoring authenticity
criterion. Nevertheless, as oxford (2001) cited in Shomoossi and Ketabi (2007) sést
some teaching practices such as multiple intelligences, cooperative learning, task
based learning, and conterrbased learning lead to authentic interaction in classroom.
Richards (2001) referring to the facilitating role of authentic materials believeghat
communication which takes place in the class must simulate as much as possible the

communication observable in the real world outside.

In recent years, educators and researchers such as Richard and Bamford
(2008) have increasingly focused on reading écause they have identified a significant
impact of reading, especially on academic achievement. Educators know that reading
help students to increase an extensive vocabulary as well as better comprehension
when reading. It is crucial to mention that teackrs play an important role in
improving sufficient reading authentic materials. However, educators are concerned
about students” disinterest that is why they are dealing with finding out ways and

sources with the purpose to encourage students to read.

Alanguage is an essential tool that provides students a way to communicate in
different contexts, interact with others, and express their ideas. Therefore, learning a
second language becomes a necessity to deal with globalization phenomenon in which
people are immersed nowadays. In this sense, English as a Second Language (ESL)
students need to go beyond grammatical structure of a language. In fact, what they
need is to use it in order to develop the communicative competence; so students will
be able to uselanguage to understand, interpret, express, and share opinions and

ideas in a very situation.
a. Definition of authentic materials.

Nunan (1989) refers to authentic materials as any material that has not been

specifically produced for the purpose of languagéeaching. In this sense, authentic

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 8
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materials are not created to be used in the classroom; however, they make an
excellent learning tool for students precisely not only because they are authentic
materials but also because authentic materials keep studenisformed about what is

happening in the world, so they have an intrinsic educational value.

As Sanderson (1999), says teachers are educators working within the school
system, so in this concern, education and general development are part of their
responsbilities. Taylor (1994) defines authentic materials as items that have been
designed for general community and not specifically for language learners. Regarding
the previous definitions, one might say that authentic materials are the ones that are
created for a real life context for native speakers; in spite of this, authentic materials
are used to fulfill a social purpose such as teaching a second language. Authentic
materials are written by native speakers therefore the language they contain is
considered real. In fact, this language is the one that students need for a real world

communication.
b. Types and sources.

The sources to obtain authentic material are infinite, nevertheless,
Miller(2003) highlights four of the most common which are; Newspaper and
magazines, radio, television/ video and internet. Regarding the types of authentic
materials, this research project will focused mostly on the use of authentic texts such

as the following:

Newspapers

Newspapers are an invaluable source of authentic materials, and their use in the
language classroom is very much in keeping with current thinking and practice in
teaching pedagogy. The enormous variety of subjeatatter in newspapers means that
any one newspaper will invariably contain something of value or concern to every
reader. This makes them interesting and motivating for students to work with.
Newspapers report reatlife events, and this arouses our natural curiosity about the

world around us and ourfellow human beings.

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 9
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Furthermore, newspapers contain a wide variety of text types and languages
styles not easily found in conventional languagéarning materials (e.g. general

course books), and students need to become familiar with such language forms

Newspapers provide a natural source of many of the varieties of written English
that become increasingly important to students and valuable for language study as
they progress. Grundy (1993) has dealt with newspapers as authentic materials for
English dassroom where he provides based activities for teachers and the main
approaches taken in order to build confidence with their use. He has claimed that
newspapers represent a clear picture of foreign society with all its habits, ways of
thinking and its prejudices. Finally, reading inside the classroom can help students
discover their own tastes and interests. This in turn can play an important role in the
process of motivating them to read of their own accord outside the classroom, thereby

extending their contact with English.

Magazines

They are produced for public consumption, but they can be useful in the
classroom because of their relevance and interest. In addition, advertisements for
products, illustrations and diagrams may also be selected. Englidinguage magazines
are the most available materials in major cities around the world. Besides that,
magazines as authentic material offer more than real language use, but authentic and
personal responses. It is rich of relevant topics and cultural ideas &h may motivate
the learners for reading. Teachers from their use want to create original and practical
applications, and learners aim at the same time to feel that they are doing successf

language learning Makhloufikila (2013).

Product information

These are often represented in glossy brochures where they offer information
about products and services of the company for clients. Sometimes companies
produce these with general content directed to nosspecialist; others have specific
technical information for business people. Further, they can be used in teaching for

discussing techniques for advertisements, or relating to learners own products. Thus

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 10
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they are interesting with abroad range of learners, both preexperienced and job

experienced

c. How can teachers incorporate authentic materials in the teaching of a

target language?

When teachers are using reading authentic materials into the classroom, they
always start with a purpose. It will depend on their students” needs and goals to
motivate students for reading. Griffiths and Keohane (2000) suggest the incorporation
of authentic materials for learners since for decades authentic materials have been

used for language learning.

Concerning the selection of authentic materials, teachers have to consider certai
aspects such as the ones distinguished byNq@ttall, 1982) these are; readability,

suitability of content and the exploitability of the authentic text.

Readability

At this stage, the focus is mainly on the language difficulty of the text, structures
and wocabulary. For example at the lexical level, the set of vocabulary in the text
should go in line with the level of the students, but at the same time it is worth having
introduce new words that can be understood by the context, and even promote the
use ofdictionary. On the other hand readability covers also the matter of structures.
The structural difficulty of the text is usually expressed by the sentence length and its

complexity.

Suitability

As Widdowson (1990) pointed out that authentic in reading lies on authentic
responses of readers towards intentions of the writer. This argument stresses on the
prior knowledge that a learner will bring to the text rather than the language level of
the text. It means that a learner who has passion for a particulaopic can make a well

sense of the text on the same topic simply because he has good prior knowledge of it.

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 11
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Hence, the relevance of the content to the learners, their interest, experience with
text and the appropriateness of the text are the keys taonducting the text
successfully. In this sense, how we can make this high interest content of authentic

text accessible by learners.

Exploitability

This is the third important criterion in selecting texts. The text which cannot be
exploited for teaching D OODT OAO AATT1T O AAOGAT T B 1 AAOT AOGB ¢
intention her is shifted towards the way of reading that make learners effective
readers. Exploitability of text, therefore defined in the use of the text to develop a

practical purpose or skKill.

Authentic texts in the classroom

It is hard for many teachers to achieve the real notion of authentic proposed by
Meinholf. It is assumed that whatever the authentic material is, there is a problem of
using texts outside their natural sociecultural environment such as the classroom.
According to Meinholf, a strict interpretation of authentic would include only original
pieces of written and spoken which occurred naturally between native speakers and
AT O1 A OEAOAZEI OA AAAAPOAA AOldlacdQdoR)OET A AT 11 OTE
Authentic sources in the classroom therefore are aimed for pedagogic purposes
where they have lost authenticity. In this case, Meinholf suggests that the learners can

be involved in the selection of texts. The teacher may bring a selection migazines

from which learners can choose articles.

In addition to this, bringing authentic texts to the classroom should be done
Al xAUO xEOE A Al AAO DPOODPT OA AO EECEI ECEOAA
pedagogic goal in mind: what precisely we wanbur students to leam from these
i AOAOEAIT 2005)j SKulldnts ife@ more confident when handling authentic

materials as long as the teacher gives them pedagogical support.

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 12
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I OOEAT OEA 1 AOAOEAI O OET Ol A AA ET iAbleAl OAAT A,
task being given in which total understanding is not important. In order to overcome
the problems created by difficult authentic texts, a possible solution is to simply them
according to the level of the learner. This can be done by removing anyfuitilt words
10O OOOOAOO0OAO AOO OEEO AAT Al O1 OAiT OA AAOGEA
authentic. The basic parameters to consider when simplifying texts are:

1 Linguistic simplicity: grammatical structures, lexical items and readability.

1 Cognitive simplicity: age, education, interest of learner.

91 Psychological simplicity: does it follow traditional social norms?

Another possible solution is to provide the students with related tasks. There are

three basic types:

Pre-reading: This activity pretends to prepare the students for coming linguistic
difficulties and more cultural and conceptual ones. In addition, it gives the students

the opportunity to active the prior knowledge about the whole issue.

While -reading: This task aims to make learnersflexible and active readers. It is
usually reinforced by the genre which leads the reader to read with a particular

purpose.

Post-reading: It is like pre and while reading promoting the interaction with the text

that is suitable to genre, content, contexand reading purpose.

d. How can students benefit from Reading Authentic Materials?

Nowadays learning a foreign language is not only a process of acquiring
grammatical structures, vocabulary items or the main concepts of a language in a
traditional way but also it means to go beyond as well as to interact in a real context
developing communicative competence. Hence, the source for English learning does
not to be limited to a specific set of textbooks and practices (Griffiths & Keohane,

2000) but rather to incorporate the use of authentic materials for learners as it is
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suggested by Widdowson (1990). In this sense, the implementation of authentic
materials in the teaching of a foreign language can help students in the acquisition of a

target language in a sigiicant way.

Reading as a receptive skill constitute an essential part in the acquisition of a
second language, through reading students gain new vocabulary, practice
pronunciation, see how words are used in context, etc, therefore teachers are concern
about the type of reading materials they provide to students whether if they are

suitable for them or not or if they fulfill their students necessities and expectations.

0) 0 EAO AAAT OOAAEOGEITAITU OOBDPI OAA OEAO 1,
simplified in some way for ease and acquisition. Nowadays the recommendation is
OEAO OEA 1 AT COACA DOAOAT OAA OET Guthenid A AOOE.
materials benefit in a great manner to students in the learning process of a target
language.Regarding authentic materials(Sanchez, Perex, & Gomes, 2010) claim that
authentic materials provide opportunities for language use in a more relevant and

communicative way.

In other words, authentic materials enable learners to interact with the real

language and content rather than the form.

Using authentic materialsin the classroom, even when it is not in an authentic

situation, it still provides the learners with the following benefits:

Authentic materia Is motivate students in reading:

Through the implementation of authentic materials into the classrooms there is an
important element that teachers have to take into account which is the motivation.
Since the motivationis the set of thoughts and feelings which the learners want to and
continue to want to do something and which turn their wishes into action, the
motivation is very important in language learning because is one of the key factors

that helps make languagedarning successful.
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O7EAT x1 OEET ¢ xEOE OAAAET C AOOEAT OEA | AOAOE
AO OEA OAIi A OEIi A OEAU ET AOAAOA OEAEO EIT OAOAC
the motivation is essential especially in the learning process od target language
because if students are immersed in a comfortable environment in which they can
develop their autonomy and creativity they will learn effortlessly acquiring the
necessary knowledge. According to Tomlinson (1998) authenticmaterialscan
helpstudents to feelcomfortable into the classroomwhen the readingsengageith
differentenvironmentsand cultures. Hence, this type of authentic materials allows
students to develop confidence through the activities that strength and develop their
reading skills using real situations that lead them to be creative, imaginative and
analytical.

O! OOEAT OEA OA@OO AAT AA 11 OEOAOETI ¢ AAAAOOA
forreal-1 E/EA DOODPT OAO AU OAAI DPAT PI Ao j. OOOAITIT h

Moreover, Freeman and Holder{1986) have asserted that authentic materials have
a positive effect on learner motivation in the foreign language classroordue to
authentic materials, are intrinsically more interesting or stimulating than artificial or
non- authentic materials. For that reason, teachers have to take into account some
factors at the moment of selecting the material that he or she pretends to use in the
teaching of a language such as students interests and necessities as well as the cultural
context. In other words, it is necessary to provide to students with materials that
contain new information, achievable challenges, etc. All of them in order to raise the
OOOAAT 080 i1 OEOGAOGEITT O1F 1 AAOT AT A ET OAOAAO «x

Authentic Materials expose stud ents to real language:

O! OOEAT OEA | AOGAOEAT O EAADP OOOAAT OO ET & Oi AA
O0i OEAU EAOA A1l ET OOET OEA AA (shdeCaithentid1 OAI1 O
materials provide real language in which the students can feel that tlyeare immersed
in the context of the real use of a language; another important benefit that students
can obtain regarding to authentic materials is that students are exposed to real
language (Nunan, 1999; Spelleri, 2002).
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O! OOEAT OEA | AOROEQNADOOAOA 1T AAMOEIODAT £ O DA
i (AOI AOh pwwpqgs8 ! OOEAT OEA | AOCAOEATI O AOA OE
motivation for learning and at the same time make the learner be exposed to the real
language as point out Guariento & Morley @01). The authors that were mentioned
AARAZEI OA AOA ET ACOAAI AT O xEAT OEAU OAZAO OIi

OAAT 1 AT COACA AT A EOO OOA ET EOO 1 x1 AiiiOlE
AO OADPDPOI POEAOAG AT A Ojbctvésl IGadel deedsind Dtdrést O 1T £ C
AT A O1 AOGOOAT 6 ET OAOI O T &£ OAAI TEAA AT A 1 AAI

I AAT OAET ¢ Ol 3EOOI AT A '1EOAT je¢mnnnmq OAOOE

means for presenting real language, integrating culture, and heightening

AT 1 DPOAEAT OET 1806 &EOOOh AU Agbi OOOA OI OOAE i
the opportunity to see language as is used in real world to serve a real purpose.

Second, such materials can be considered as a rich source of cultural content. As Burns

AT A 3AEAT ET ZAO j¢nngq OOCCAOOh OAOOEAT GEA OA
of transactionald A ET OAOPAOOI T Al OPAAAEGS8 ' O OEAU DO
OAOEAOEITT AT A AET EAA OAOEAO OEAT EEQGAA AT A £

Investigations of Day and Bamford (2008) and Hunter (2009) have identified a
significant impact of reading on academi@chievement. They affirm that reading can
empower students with extensive vocabulary, syntax, and other language expertise
that will enrich their use in the target language Authentic materials such as books,
articles, newspapers, and so on contain a wideariety of text types, and language
styles not easily found in conventional teaching materials. Thus, it can help student
extend their vocabulary and help memorize them in a number of meaningful recycling
(Martinez, 2000). In other words, the teaching of danguage not only is based on a
specific grammatical function but authentic materials allow students to interact with a
natural language, knowing new expressions, acquiring new vocabulary as well as
CEOEIT ¢ OEAI A OATHe Aoré the leArAeardads(tiielbdtter @ 8eadér
he will become. Extracting real information from a real text can be extremely
i T OEOAOET ¢c8 4EAOAAE OAh ET AOAAOGETI ¢ OOOAAT 006
AEOAT OOOAS j' OAOEAT 01 0©-1T 01 AU ¢mmpQs
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Authentic materials help in th e improvement of reading skills :

O! OOEAT OEA [ AOAOEAI O AOA OAOOAOQEIOKIE]T DBAU
(Martinez 2000). In this sense, another important benefit that Martinez point out
regarding to the use of authentic materials is that teacher can use this kind of

material in the teaching of the miniskills on reading, as well as students can improve

their mini -skills on reading such as scanning, skimming, etc.

Authentic materials provide authentic cultural information:

Knowing a language goes beyond the knowledge of grammatical rules, vocabulary
items and pronunciation of these items. Successful language learning requires
language users to know that culture underlying language in order to get the meaning

across.

Culture in English language teaching materials has been subject to discussion for
many years. As A+ AUh j ¢nnng DBI ET OO0 1060 OOEA OAAOGII
OEA AiI AOOOIiiI EO OEAO xEii &£ OO6AO 1 AAOT AOO
when used effectively, authentic materials help bring the real world into the
classroom and to a considerable point can bring life inside the ESL class. By exposing
learners to cultural features in a text, a deeper understanding of the topic can be
generated andthus interest in the text may be raised. On one hand, the students
develop their ability to recognize relevant information, and on the other, they learn

how to disregard what is not relevant.

According to Stuart and Nocon (1996), Learning about the livedulture of actual
target language speakers as well as about one's own culture requires tools that assist
language learners in negotiating meaning and understanding the communicative and

cultural texts in which linguistic codes are used".

Tseng (2002) swggests that culture effects changes in individual perception and is
vital for expanding an individual's perspective of the world.Also, Paltridge (2001)

states that in order to produce awareness of language and its related skills, authentic

UNDERGRADUATIRESEARCHPROJECT 17



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

materials must be used. Chavez (1998), in the same way agrees that using authentic
materials is to the benefit of the students because they are more enjoyable and

students find a chance to interact with the language and its use.

e. Reading proficiency.

First of all, it will be necessary to define what reading proficiency is; in other
words, how authors point it out. Based on studies in the (Academic English reading
proficiency at the University level: A Norwegian case study) reading is understood as
a more complex proces than simply decoding the written words in a text. It is the
active creation of meaning in an interactive process between information in a text and
the knowledge of the reader. Moreover, the focus is on reading in a second language
(L2), and thus, it is wseful to look very briefly at reading in an L2 as opposed to in an
,p8 1 ARAOOIT jg¢nnnmg OOIi i AA OP OEA EOOOA
difficult to, draw a clear distinction between first and foreign language reading; in fact,

it is not clear to what extent reading in a foreign language is different from reading in

D Y -

AO |,

A E£EOOO 1 AT cOAcAd8 )T AAAAh |1 OAE ET AEAAOAO Ot

the same as in an L1, as it is point out below.

Subsequently, research considered reading ian L2 as a process largely similar to

OEAOG | £ OAAAEI C ET A ,p AOO i1TA OEAOG EO OOAE
OAAAETI C AT A EOO AAOAI I DI Al 06 j' OAAAR pwwwda

OA A Adpprdath L2 reading with a dualanguage system (Koda, 2005, 2007). For
many, the resulting dual processing might even be an advantage in the L2. After all, an
L2 reader will as often as not have the advantage of having developed reading
proficiency and a large sight vocabulary in the L1. Cumms (2000) argued that
OAAAAAT EA DOT £ZEAEAT AU OOAT OEAOO AAOI OO
developed literacy in their first language will tend to make stronger progress in

acquiring literacy in their second language.

It is often taken for granted that university students have developed the skills

and strategies needed for academic reading in their L1 and that they should be able to
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transfer them to their reading of English as an L2 (Koda, 2005, 2007). However, the
ability to do so depends on thai L2 proficiency, also known as the linguistic threshold
1 AOGAI 8 4EEO |1 AAT O OEAO EAZ A OARAAAAOGO
transfer of these skills and strategies to the L2 is prevented even though the student is
a fluent reader in the L1 (Alderson, 2000; Bernhardt &, 1995). With particular
OA1 AOGAT AA &£ O AAAAAT EA OAAAET Cch '1 AAOOIT BIE

not absolute but must vary from task to task: The more demanding the task, the

, ¢ DO

higher the linguistic threshold. This automatic word recognition, which in turn
provides the basis for higherlevel processing, that is, the creation of meaning in an
ET OAOAAOEOA DPOT AAOOG AAOxAAT OEA EIT &£ Oi AGET 1

knowledge of the language and content, arlais or her processing skills and strategies.

Word recognition process
With a fluent reader, the process of word recognition proceeds effortlessly and
rapidly in the working memory. When the reader encounters a problem, an unfamiliar
word, for instance,the process may slow down or even stop entirely while the reader
attempts to use other knowledge sources, regardless of their level in the processing
hierarchy to deduce meaning. However, due to the limited processing capacity of the
working memory, this will reduce reading speed and fluency as pointed out
(Bernhardt, 2005). This slowdown highlights the importance of a large sight
vocabulary for fluent reading, an area where one finds the main differences between
reading in an L1 and in a foreign languagé. OAAA j pwywyyq AOCOAA OEAO
massive receptive vocabulary that is rapidly, accurately and automatically processed .
8 8 I AU AA OEA COAAOAOO OEICI A EiIi PAAEI AT O OIi

Grabe (2009) repeated that for readinginaf®@AECT 1 AT COACA OEA OEIi
xIT OA OAAT CTEOEIT EO EAOA O 1 OAOAOOEI AOGAo6s8
O0- AAOOOAOG T &£ A OAAAAOGo O O AAAOI AOGU ETT x1 AA
measures of reading comprehension, and are often, indeed, the gli@ best predictor of
OA@O AT 1 POAEAT OET 168 4EA EI T OOAT AA 1T &£ O1 A/

fluent reading in an academic context also requires the ability to integrate text and
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background information appropriately and efficiently. This involves usng background
knowledge, that is, content knowledge and knowledge of the language and text types.

It also involves other cognitive processes.

Metacognitive mo nitoring and reading strategies
To start with background knowledge, research has shown that thi not only
influences what a reader remembers from a text, but also his or her understanding of
the content (Alderson, 2000). Indeed, knowledge of the world in general and
knowledge of the topic in question can, to a limited extent, support understanding
when needed to compensate for language difficulties. Nevertheless, in a study of
OOOAAT 006 AAAAAT EA %l ¢l EOE OAAAET ¢ DPOT AEAEAI
pOoil ZEAEAT AU APPAAOAA O EAOGA A 1 OAE OO0OI T CA
background knowledge. However, the comparative importance of the variables
OAAIT AA OI AAPATA 11 OEA OPAAEEAEAEOU 1T &£ OEA C
language proficiency prevented her respondents from compensating for their lack of
understanding by using a top-down strategy such as drawing on subject matter
knowledge to guess the meaning of unknown words and phrases, or, if the specific
topic was unfamiliar, to build up understanding from the text using a bottorrup
strategy. By contrast, the linguistical}y proficient readers in her sample could
compensate for a certain lack of background knowledge by making full use of their
language resources.Next, when faced with an apparent inconsistency in a text or in
their understanding of the content, proficient realers can use metacognitive
monitoring. This denotes the ability to monitor understanding across the text and use
linguistic and/or content knowledge to repaircomprehension (Alderson, 2000). In
fact, this is one of the main factors distinguishing good reade from poor readers
(Alderson, 2000).

Alderson (2000) argued that good readers are more sensitive to
inconsistencies in the texts and tend to use meaninlgased cues to evaluate whether
they have understood what they read whereas poor readers tend to use or ovegly

on word-level cues, and to focus on intramntential rather than intersentential
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consistency. This focus on wordevel cues and on intrasentential relations may
explain the tendency of many poor readers of foreign languages to focus on and be
hindered by unfamiliar vocabulary. More proficient reades, on the other hand, seem
better able to decide when to ignore unfamiliar words and avoid unduly disrupting

the reading process.

The last point in this brief overview concerns skills and strategy use. A strategy
can be described as a set of abilities &t is under the conscious control of the reader,
xEEIT A OEA OOA 1T &£ OEEIT O EO AOOT i AGEA8 $ADPAI
decisions will be made consciously, others automatically. Depending on whether their
use is based on a conscious decisioor automatic, are rereading to sort out a
discrepancy in meaning, guessing to sort out the meaning of unknown words, and
ignoring unclear meanings if possible. Others are adjusting how one reads to the
purpose of reading, such as skimming to get the mairopts of a text, searching to find
particular information, and scanning to find a particular name or phrase. Further
examples are engaging in careful reading at the local level to understand the syntactic
structure of a sentence or clause and careful reaalj at the global level to comprehend

the main ideas of a text.

To sum up, reading proficiency can be described as more than simply the ability
to decode the written words in the text; it is also the active creation of meaning in an
interactive process bex AAT ET £ Of AOET 1T ET A Odeor AT A OE
fluent reading in the L2, this to a large extent language proficiency in general and

vocabulary knowledge in particular.
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[ll. TYPE OF STUDY

Having considered the different approaches thaexist and in accordance to the
nature of the current investigation. The research group agreed on making use of both
the quantitative and qualitative approach, which in turns becomes a mixed approach.
| AAT OAET C OF 30ATCA + AO Alolvej integraprg | EDAA
guantitative and qualitative approaches to generating new knowledge and can involve
either concurrent or sequential use of two classes of methods to follow a line of
ET NOEOU68 "AOEAAOh ET 1 EQAA ADPDPQdadsAccadd O OEA
greater validity; also, it answers the question from a number of perspectives.
The reason why the current undergraduate research project is mixed approach
is becauseboth qualitative and quantitative research, in combination, will provide to
the researchers through the data obtained a better understanding about the
phenomenon in study, as well as the possibility to obtain reliable information about
the impact of the use of reading authentic materials on the reading proficiency of
students from Readings and Conversation | at the Foreign Languages Department at
the University of El Salvador.

In concern to the type of study to be used, this undergraduate research project is
AAOAA 11 Oxi OUDPAO T &£ OOOAU8 4EAve#miODO 11 A
search to specify important properties of people, groups, communities or any
PEATTITATTT OEAO EO OOAI EOOAA O AT AT UOEOG | $
dispersed aspects, dimensions or components of the phenomenon or phenomena to
be resarched. The research group decided to make use of this type of study
(descriptive) because it is necessary to have an approach with the research topic as

well as describing the changes on the variables.

The second type of study required to develop the resrch is the correlational

study. Correlational studies measure two variables which are pretended to be
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determined as related or no related to the same subjects and afterwards analyze the
correlation. In this case since the research project deals with thenpact of the use of
reading authentic materials on the students reading proficieng the independent
variable is: The use of authentic materials and the dependent variable is: the reading

proficiency. In this way, researchers pretendd to study the relation between the
aforementioned variables.
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IV. HYPOTHESES

The following hypothesis to be estedis part of the research poject with the topic:
Impact of the use of authentic materials on reading proficiency from students of
Readings and Conversation | courses. Hypotheses are precise guidelines for the
research problem or phenomenon being studied.Also, hypotheses indicate athwe
are looking for or trying to prove and can be defined as tentative explanation
formulated as prepositions of thephenomenon being researchedHypotheses make
statements about relations between variables and provide a guide to the researchers

as to haw the original hunch might be tested Qudith Bell, 2010).

A. General Hypothesi s

U The use of authentic materials influences on a significative way the reading

proficiency level of students of Readings and Conversation | course
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IV. HYPOTHESIS

Topic: Impact of the use of authentic materials on the reading proficiency of students from Readings and Conversation | at the Epréianguage
Department at UES during the yea2014.

GENERAL HYPOTHESIS

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES HYPOTHESIS VARIABLES CONSTRUCTS INDICATORS QUESTIONS TECHNIQUE
QUESTIONS (INSTRUMENTS)
How often are
What is the impact | To explore the The use of Independent authentic
of the use of impact of the use | authentic variable: materials used in | A Observation
authentic materials | of authentic materials Afrequency | classes? guide
I'T OEA OO materials onthe |influencesona | The use of In classes Atype of (non- participant).
reading proficiency | reading significative way | authentic materials
in English proficiency of the reading materials Atype of What types of A Test
language? students from proficiency level | influences on a activities authentic (pre and posttest)
Readings and of students of significative materials are used
Conversation | of | Readings and way. in classes? A Groups’
the Foreign Conversation | interview
Language course
Department at What type of A Teachers’
UES. Dependent Aquantity homework interview
variable: Out of class | Atype of assignment is
homework | given to students
The reading assignment | out of classes?
proficiency level Atype of
of students of materials Does your teacher

Readings and
Conversation |
course

provide you
authentic
materials?
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CONCORDANCE TABLE.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES | HYPOTHESIS VARIABLES CONSTRUCTS INDICATORS QUESTIONS TECHNIQUE
QUESTIONS (INSTRUMENTS)
How often are
Does the To determine to | The use of Independent A Frequency newspaper
implementation | what extent the | authentic variable: In classes A type of articles used in
of authentic use of authentic | materials materials class? A Observation
materials in materials influences on a | The use of A type of guide
Readings and influences on significative authentic activities How oftenare (non-
Conversation | | the reading way the materials magazines used | participant).
become an proficiency level | reading influences on a in class?
alternative over | of students of proficiency significative way. A Test
using the Readings and level of How oftenare (pre and post
traditional Conversation | | students of videos used in test)
approach? course? Readings and class?
Conversation | | Dependent A Groups’
course. variable: Out of classes interview
A Teachers’
The reading A quantity How oftendo interview
proficiency level of A level of reading | teachers provide

students of
Readings and
Conversationl
course

comprehension

students with
authentic
materials in the
virtual platform?
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CONCORDANCE TABLE.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES | HYPOTHESIS VARIABLES CONSTRUCTY INDICATORS QUESTIONS TECHNIQUE
QUESTIONS (INSTRUMENTS)
Does the exposure| To asses The use of Independent How oftenare
to authentic OOOAAT OO authentic variable: In classes Afrequency students exposed
materials expand | proficiency materials Atype of to authentic A Observation
the vocabulary of | before and after | influences on a | The use of materials materials? guide
students? being exposed to | significative authentic Out of classes| Atype of (non-
authentic way the materials activities What types of participant).
materials. reading influences on a Amethodology | authentic materials
proficiency significative way. are used? A Test
level of (pre and post
students of What kinds of test)
Readings and activities are
Conversation | | Dependent included to expose | A Groups’
course. variable: students to interview
authentic Teachers’
The reading materials? interview
proficiency level
of students of In classes Aquantity How often
Readings and Areading arereading
Conversation | activities activities used?
course Amethodology

How often does the
teacher makeuse
of reading
strategies?
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CONCORDANCE TABLE.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES | HYPOTHESIS VARIABLES CONSTRUCTSY INDICATORS QUESTIONS TECHNIQUE
QUESTIONS (INSTRUMENTS)
Do authentic texts | To asses the level| The use of Independent
really stimulate of improvement authentic variable: In classes Afrequency What types of
the students on reading materials Atype of authentic materials | A Observation
interest for proficiency influences on a | The use of authentic are used? guide
reading? obtained by significative authentic materials (non-
students of way the materials Astrategies How often are participant).
Readings and reading influences on a authentic materials
Conversation | proficiency significative way. used? A Test
after being level of (pre and post
exposed to students of What kinds of test)
authentic Readings and reading activities
materials based | Conversation | | Dependent are implemented? | A Groups’
IT OEA Ofcourse. variable: interview
outcomes. Teachers’
The reading interview
proficiency level Aquantity What kinds of
of students of Out of classes| Areading reading activities
Readings and activities are included to
Conversation | Afrequency increase the
course reading proficiency

of students?

How often are
reading activities
used?
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V. RESEARCH DESIGN

To define the researchdesign to be used, it was necessatp go back to the topic
for this investigation which is: The impact of the use of authentimaterials on reading
proficiency of students from Readings and Conversations | of the Foreign Languages

department at the university of El Salvaddihen researchers realized that for

i AAOOOET ¢ OAT EI DAAOO nkeded® echdud antxpefimedOCCAOOO

Once having considered that, the research team agreed on using the experimental
design to develop the investigation. In experimental research, researchers planned an
intervention and study its effect on groups or individuals. The intervention iscalled
the independent variable (or treatment), while the outcome measure is called the
dependent variable. In experimental studies to compare groups, the experimental
group members receive treatment, while members in the control group either receive
the traditional approach (e.g., teaching method) or do not receive any treatment.
Experimental design is divided in three categories: pure experiment, Pre experiment

and quastexperiment.

At first it was planned to use a pure experiment, in which students fim a group
of Readings and Conversation | would be exposed to authentic materials intensively
for a period of time (Experimental group) while other group from the same subject
would not receive any stimulus( Control group). However, just a few days before
beginning the experiment, researchers noticed that all the groups from Readings and
Conversation | would be actually working with authentic material, therefore there
would be no control group to compare. As a result of these new conditions, the
research tean had to adjust the research design from a pure experimental to a pre
experimental design since it does not require a control group. In this sense, the
researchers planned to employ a type of pre experimental design which is callezhe

group pretestposttest design3 OOA UGS O AOOEAEDPAT OO AOA OOAA

than being compared to another group thamay serve as the control group.
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Nevertheless, for this research project not onlyne group was studied but three
groups instead. In thosethree groups a pre and post test was applied prior to the
stimulus. The stimulus, in this case, the implementation of authentic materials in the
course was provided by the Readings and Conversation | professors since the teachers
staff agreed upon not usig a structured book, instead the major units/topics were
explored, developed and discussed taking texts from different information sources

(newspaper, videos, magazines, etc.) as it is detailed in the syllabus for this subject.

Students were exposed to aditentic materials during a great part of the course, in
fact, they were expected to participate actively in discussions, presentations and
debates that the material presented generated. Moreover, they were working with
authentic materials in a virtual platiorm by reading articles, watching videos and

solving different tasks related to the topics in study given by the teacher.

Researchers followed this process carefully. In this regard, three groups from
Readings and Conversations | were the subject for thsgudy. Those groups were pre
tested prior to the stimulus using a standardized reading test to determine the
reading proficiency of students before the treatment. In addition, researchers
observed classes for a period of six weeks in which the objective wao verify how
authentic materials are actually used, the different activities that the teacher
developed to present the materials and the students reaction towards authentic
materials .The observation was nofparticipant and the research group made usefo

an observation guide as a tool for checking the criteria.

Finally, a pretest was administered to assess the reading proficiency of students
after being exposed to authentianaterials. Test scores were compared at the end, as
well as the results obtained through the observation phase in order to test the
hypotheses and answer the research questions stated at the leging of the research

project.
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VI. POPULATION AND SAMPLE

A. Population

The current undergraduate research projectwas carried out at the University
of El Salvador, at the School of Arts and Sciences in the Foreign Language
Department during the second semester of the y& 2014. The population
consisted of 166 students from Readings and Conversation | course however, for
the sample the researchers seleet only 73 students who are officially registered
in this course. In this way, the participantswere students from Readings and
Conversation I; so that, the researatrs worked with three groups. One of thisvas
taken from Modern Language which represents 23 students of the population and
two groups which represent 50 students are taken from English Teaching. This
represents the 50% of the population selected in order to gather the required

information for this research project.

B. Sample

Having clear the amount of students thatvere included in the data gathering
processin order to choose the sampleit was necessary to take into account the
type of sample. The type of sample for this research projeatas non-probabilistic
because innon-probabilistic sample the election of the elements does not depend
on the probability but the relationship of the causes and theharacteristics to the
investigation. Likewise, nonrprobabilistic sample does not follow a probabilistic
formula. However,it is based on the process of decisions by the researchers since
to select between a probabilistic and norprobabilistic sample depend on the
studies objectives as well as the plan of the investigation. It means that in this
investigation the three groups were not chosen randomly; instead they were
selected based on some characteristics such as; the same subject (Readings and
Conversation 1), the same place (Foreign Languages Departmenénd the
accessibility and cooperation from teachers expressed to be paof this

undergraduate project.
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Groups of Licenciatura en Idioma Ingles opcion Ensefianza:

CICLO VI
PRE
CODE | REQUISITE] GROUP SUBJECT SCHEDULE ROOM PROFESSOR
Advanced 01 Readings and 30 | 8:00z10:00 a.m. IF-4 ] Lic. Eranmsco
Rodriguez
LCll4 English Conversation | *
Intensive Il 03 20 3:00-5:00 p.m. IF 3 Lic. Rene
Hernandez

*This group went through some inconsistences, since most of theemester
students were in charge of the teacher assistant due to the reason that the official
teacher of the course had a medical disability.

Groups of Licenciatura en Lenguas Modernas:

CICLO VI
PRE
CODE | REQUISITE] GROUP SUBJECT SCHEDULE ROOM PROFESSOR
Advanced 06 Readings and 23 | 5:00-7:00 p.m. | Maestria | Licda. Grace
English Conversation | Gomez
Intensive Il
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VII. DATA GATHERING PROCESS

A. Research instruments.

Due to the nature ofthe current investigation, it was necessary to employ the
accurate instruments in order to compile reliable datathat was required to answer
the research questions stated as well as testing the hypotheses. The research
instruments were selected based upon the research design which is expeental.
Within the experimental design this undergraduate research project is in the category
of pre experimental design. Generally, experimental designs make use of pre and post
test which primarily purpose is comparing groups and/or measuring change rsulting
from experimental treatments. Pretest and posttest are useful instruments
commonly used in the quantitative research fieldas well as nonparticipant
observation guide In addition to this, researchers madeused of qualitative

instrument such assemi structured interviews.

The description and application of the aforementioned instruments is detailed as

follows:

B. Data gathering plan

Reading Proficiency Pre -test and Post-test

For the execution of thisundergraduate research project, a set of istruments was
required in order to gather important information. To begin with a pretest and post
test were administered to the three groups of Readings and Conversation | during the
second week of the semester Il. The preest and posttest are standardized reading
tests which aim at assessing the reading proficiency level of students in accordance
with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFF). For selecting the most
appropriate reading test, the researchers verifiedhe syllabus of Advanced Intensive
English Il in order to check the level of reading proficiency that students are expected
to reach atthe end of this course (LOW C1) which precedes the Readings and

Conversation | course.
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#1 1 OEAAOET ¢ OEAO A OAOGO EO A T AOCET A T £ 1A
in a given domain the research team opted to use the CAE test specifically the reading
part which is made up from texts of between 450 to 1,200 words each and a total of
42 guestions. The texts that are included in the different reading passages of the test
were taken from the following sources: newspaper, magazines, journals, brochures
and leaflets. They can be informational, descriptive, narrative, persuasive, give advice
or opinions. Each part of the test is devoted to measure certain skills in reading.

&1 O ET OOAT AA PAOOO p AT A 1t AOA 1 01 OEPI A |/
ability to find the specific information in a text.

0AOO ¢ EO OEA CAPPAA OA@O xEEAE AEI EO OIi
structure and progression of a text, to identify a logical sequence of ideas and to
understand linking words and discourse éatures.

0AOO oq -Oi OEPI A NOAOOEI T Oh OEEO DPAOO OAC
information in the text, to deduce meaning from context and to understand small but

important differences in meaning.

Observation Guide (Non -participant)

Another important data collection instrument is the observation guide whichwas
useful to verify how the use of authentic materials influences the reading proficiency
of students. The observation guide was designed by the research group taking as
criteria certain aspects: selection of authentic materials (suitability, exploitability and
OAAAAAEI EOUQNn DOAOAT OAOCEI T h OAAAEAOCG6O 1 AOGEI
authentic materials. The observation guidevas structured and non-participant since
the researcherswere not engaged in any activities during the observation period.
Besides, the same observation guidevas applied to the three groups; researchers
took one group each to be observed. The compiled informatiomas useful to compare

the impact of the use of altentic materials in the three groups.
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Semi structured Interview (group interview)

Finally, within the set of gathering instruments the researchers administered a
semi structured interview to collect information, supplement and extend the
knowledge in order to obtain more detailed information about the use of authentic
materials in Readings and Conversation Iclasses. The semstructured interview
contained open-ended questions andwas conducted in the mode of face to face with
the three groups of Readigs and Conversation | course that havevere already
selected to be part of the sample of this research. The interviewers devekygtwo
different interviews: In the first one, the researchers interviewed four students of
each group of Readings and Conversan | course administering the same questions
of the interview to the three groups. The second onwas conducted to three of the
teachers in charge of these courses. This interviewad the purpose to obtain their
opinions and experiences about the implematation of authentic materials as well as
their appreciation on the performance of students while the authentic materials were

used. Both interviewswere tape recorded and transcribed verbatim afterwards.
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TIMETABLE FOR DATA GATHERING PLAN

Activities Date Place Responsible

To administer reading August 18h622nd | FLD-UES | Research

proficiency Pre-test 2014 group

To conduct Non- September &- FLD-UES | Research

participant observation October 20h 2014 group

guideto Readings and

Conversation | groups

To administer reading October 16h-23d | FLD-UES | Research

proficiency Post test 2014 group

To conduct Semi October 27-31rd | UES Research

structured interview to 2014. group

Readings and Conversatior

| teachers

To conduct Semi October 27-31rd | UES Research

structured group 2014. group

interview with Readings

and Conversation |

students

Tointroduce the data November 3d-7th | FLD-UES | Research

collected from the 2014 group

instruments to statistical

program

To analyze theresearch November 3d-7th | UES Research

instruments administered | 2014 group

To make conclusions and | November UES Research

recommendations 10th2014 group

Hand in the Final report November 13th UES Research
2014 group
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VIII. DATA ANALYSIS

According tothe nature of the research projectthe researchersused the Statistical
Package For Social Sciend&PSS), whichis a statistic program that helpedthe
researchers in the analysis of the obtained data from the research instruments
administered such asreading proficiency test (pre and posttest) and the non
participant observation guide, in a betterand ordered way, with all the information
collected.SPSSs one of the nost popular statistical programs that havethe ability to
work with a large data base for most of the analysesin research. Likewise, it was
helpful to organize and graph data which in turns allows researchers to describe,

summarize and report the data.

In complementing the analysis of the results, measures of central tendency will
play an important role.A measure of central tendency is a single value that attempts to
describe a set of data by identifying the central position within that set of datarhere
are three commonly used measures of central tendency: mode, median and metne
mean is obtained by adding up the scores and dividing that sum by the number of
scores The median is the middle point of a distribution of scores that are ordered.
Fifty percent of the scores are above the median and 50% are belowThe mode of a
distribution is the score that occurs most frequently in that distribution. In addition to
this, the Standard deviation is a measure of dispersal that is of special relevance to the
normal distribution; it is the square root of the variance. It counts everycore, and it

is a sensitive dispersion measure

On the other hand, for the bivariate analysis researchers needed to establish the
correlation between the two variables, in this case, the préest and post test scores. A
correlation may be defined as the elationship or association betweentwo or more
variables. These variables have to be related to each other or paired. The strength, or
degree of correlation, is indicaéd by a correlation coefficient, in this regardjie most
commonly used correlation procedure is the Pearson product coefficient, this one was
also obtained through SPSS, after obtaining theorrelation coefficient the next step

wasto evaluate and interpret it.
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Finally, the process for analyzing the semitructured interview for students from
Readings and Conversation | groups; 01,03 and 06, as well as for two of thefpssors
teaching this subject, the researchers implementethe research technique of content
analysis This technique was developed with the purpose of compaET C D OT AAOOT O
AT A OOOAAT 668 OAOPT T OAOG AAT OO OEAaccddny 1T £ AOC
Oi OEA DPAOOAOT O & O A ET OEAA OEA ET OAOOEAxAA
The data was grouped and segmented into meaningful and relevant units so that,

the whole conne¢ion was maintained
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UNIVARIATE ANALYSIS:
x Reading Proficiency Pre -test in Readings and Conversation | Group 01

Scores gaten by students of Readings and Conversation | in the reading proficiency
Pre-test.

INumber of students 24 Scores Frequency | Percent | ValidPe
range rcent
Mean 275 1-10 1 4.2 4.2
Median 3.00 11-20 5 20.8 20.8
Mode 3 21-30 17 70.8 70.8
Std. Deviation .608 31-40 1 4.2 4.2
Range 3 Total 24 100.0 | 100.0
Minimum 1
Maximum 4

Readings and Conversation | Group 01

Count

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40
scores got by sts of Readings and Conversation | pretest

Source: Readingroficiency pretest administered to Rdings and Conversation | group 01

Analysis:

The graph shows that for group 01 the majority of students (70.8%) positioned in the range
from 21 to 30 scores, it means that most of them were far from the reading profency level
expected prior to the stimulus.They were followed by the 20.8% the ones thatare placed in
the range from 11 to 20 scores On the other hand, a small portion of them the 4.17% obtained
scores in the range from 31 40, these students did better on the test in relation to the
majority of them. Finally the students who scored lower on the prdest represent the 4.17%
with scores ranging from1 score to 11, this due to the reason that they were not willing to

answer the test appropriately or perceived that test was too demanding that they did not give
their best effort.
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x Reading Proficiency Post -test in Readings and Conver sation | Group 01

Scores gottenby students of Readings and Conversation | in the reading proficiency

post-test
Number of o4 Scores Frequency | Percent | ValidPerc
students range ent
Mean 3.04

_ 11-20 6 25.0 25.0
Median 3.00
Mode 3 21-30 11 45.8 45.8
Std. Deviation 751 31-40 7 29.2 29.2
Range 2 Total 24 100.0 100.0
Minimum 2
Maximum

Readings and Conversation | Group 01

Count

11-20 21-30 31-40

scores got by students of Readings and Conwversation |
post-test

Source: Reading proficiency ptest administered to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching at the
Foreign LanguageSepartment at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

Concerning to thisgraph, for group 01 the majority of students @5.83%) positioned in the
range from 21 to 30 scores, it means that most of themmaintained the reading proficiency
level expected st to the stimulus, They werefollowed by the 29.1®%6 the ones that are
placed in the range from31-40 scores.Finally, the students who scored lower on the postest
represent the 25.00% with scores ranging from1l score to 20this due to the reason that they
were not willing to answer the test appropriately or perceived that test was too demanding
that they did not give their best effort.
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x Reading Proficiency Pre -test in Readings and Conversation | Group 03

Score goten by students of Readings and Conversation | students Group 03 in reading
proficiency pretest

Number of 15 Scores | Frequency | Percent | Validperc
students range ent
Mean 2.87 11-20 3 20.0 20.0
Median 3.00 21-30 11 73.3 73.3
Mode 3 31-40 1 6.7 6.7
Std. Deviation 516 Total 15 100.0 100.0
Range 2

Minimum 2

Maximum

Readings and Conversation | Group 03

Count

11-20 21-30 31-40

Score got by students of Readings and Conwversation | in
reading proficiency pre-test

Source: Reading proficiency ptest administered to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at theversity of El Salvador.

Analysis:

For this group o Readings and Conversation |he majority of students (73.3%) are placed on
the range of 2130 scores, followed by the ones located in theange of 11-20 scores which
represent the 2% of students in the group, these are very low scores in relation to what they
are expected to reach at this level. Finally, a percentage of 6.67 % of students range in the
scores from 3140 for the reading proficiency pretest
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x Reading Proficiency Post -test in Readings and Conversation | Group 03
Score gtten by students of Readings and Conversation | students Group 03thre
reading proficiency posttest

Number of 15 Scores Frequency Percent | Validperce
students 0 range nt
Mean 2.67 1-10 1 6.7 6.7
Median 3.00 11-20 5 33.3 33.3
Mode 3 21-30 7 46.7 46.7
Std. Deviation .816 31-40 2 13.3 13.3
Rén-ge Total 15 100.0 100.0
Minimum 1

Maximum

Readings and Conversation | Group 03

Count

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40

Score got by students of Readings and Conversation |l in
reading prociciency post-test

Source: Reading proficiency ptest administered to Readings and Conversatimurses in English teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

According to the graph above, it seems that the greatest part of the students in this group
(46.6%) still remain in the range from 21 to 30 scors, meaning that those students improved
just a little bit or did not improve at all their reading performance. They are followed by
students who obtained scores in the range from 11 to 20 which represents the 33.3% of them,
most these students scored low on the second and third part of the exam which had more
weighting on the test. Then, the 13.3% of students scored in the range from 31 to d€ores; in
this case, these students sow an improvement actually, even though that is not enough to
reach the proficiency level expected. Finally the 6.6% of students obtained the lowest scores
ranging from 1 to 10 scores. In this case, most of these studs left many unmarked spaces on
the test, probably because they were not interested in answering the test
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x Reading Proficiency Pre -test in Readings and Conversation | Group 06

Scores gatheredby students of Readings and Conversation lin the Reading
Proficiency Re- test.

Number of 16 Score Frequency | Percent | ValidPerc
students range ent
Mean 3.00 11-20 5 20.8 31.3
Median 3.00 21-30 8 33.3 50.0
Mode 3 31-40 1 4.2 6.3
Std. Deviation .966 41-50 5 83 125
Range 3

. Total 16 66.7 100.0
Minimum 2
Maximum 5

Total 100.0

Readings and Conversation | Group 06

Recuento

11-20 21-30 31-40 41 -50

scores got by students of Readings and Conversation | in
the reading proficiency pretest

Source: Pretest applied to Readings and Conversation | to Modern Languages at the Foreign Languages at the University
of El Salvador.

Analysis:

This graph presents the scores that the Readings and Conversation | group 06 obtained in the
reading proficiency pre-test. In first place, the 50% of students are located in the range of 21
30 scores, followed by the 31.2% of them who are in the range ofl-R0 scores. The 12.5%
reached scores around 41 to 50. Finally a short percentage of students, 6.2%of them obtained

scores on the range from 31 to 40 scores.
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x Reading Proficiency Post -test in Readings and Conversation | Group 06

Scoresobtained by studentsof Readings and ©nversation | in the reading proficiency
post-test

Scores Frequency | Percent | ValidPercent

Number of students 16 range

1-10 1 4.2 6.3
Mean 2.94 11-20 5 20.8 31.3
Median 3.00 21-30 6 25.0 375
Mode 1_1‘; 31-40 3 125 18.8
Std. Deviation 1 more than 50 1 4.2 6.3
Range 5 Total 16 66.7 100.0
Minimum 1
Maximum 6 Total 100.0

Readings and Coversation | group06

Count

1-10 11-z20 21-30 I1-40  more than so

scores got by students of Readings and Conversation | in
reading proficiency post-test

Source: Pretest applied to Readings and Conversation | to Modern Languages at the Foreign Languages at the University
of El Salvador.

Analysis:

In the above graph scores for the reading proficiency post test em to be varied for this
group, for instance, most of the students (37.5%) range in the scores from 21 to 30 scores, this
reflects that the situation havennot changed much from the results obtained in pre test, what
is more, it shows that a great part of students have not reached the C1 level in reading
proficiency. In second place, the 31.2% of them remain in the range from 11 to 20 scores that
means they didnot present an improvement on their reading performance. However, it seems
to be a part of students specifically the 18.5%, that have improved theeading performance
after being exposed to authenic material in the Readings an @hversation | course thse
students are located in the range from 31 to 40 scores. Finally, the graph suggetat just a
short percentage of students(6.2%) reached more than 50 scores, which means that they did
better on the post test, and also reached th€1 level in reading poficiency. In contrast, the
same percentage of them(6.25%), shosva decline on the post test positioning on the range
from 1-10 scores.
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ANALYSIS: NON-PARTICIPANTOBSERVATION GUIDE

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

newspapesr wideo audio others specify

Type of authentic materials used

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | coses in English teachingt
the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According with the obtained results, the bar chart shows that the type of authentic
material that was more used during the classes that were observed in group 01 was
newspaper with 41.67%, followed by video with 33.33%, audio 16.67% and other with
8.33%. Hence, the authentic material that is more representative in classes is newspaper.

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

10

Recuento

Introductory activity

Source:Non-participant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

Concerning to the result that was obtained, this graphic shows that thiemplementation of
introductory activities that were closely related with the type of authentic material used in
class in group 01 of Readings and Conversation | got the most representative percentage,
being this 75% and the rest that were no related to atentic materials only was 25%.
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A. SELECTION OF AUTHENTIC MATERIAL  Suitability:

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

S5.6T %

33 .33%

acceptable outstanding

The material selected is appropiate in accordance with
students needs and abilities

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
atthe Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

According to the results that this bar graph shows, in the category of selection of authentic
material concerning to suitability (the material selected is appropriate inaccordance with
students needs and abilities) from nomrparticipant observation guide that was applied to
Readings and Conversation | group 01 the 66.67% reached the criteria of acceptable in terms
of appropriate to students, while a 33.33% was outstandingl'herefore, the type of authentic

i AOAOEAIT OAI AAOAA xAO ET AAAT OAAT AA xEOE OOOAAT O

Readings and Conversation | group 01

56 .67 %

Recuento

33 .33%

acceptable outstanding

The text enhances the students interest to read

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Concerning to the obtained results that the bar graph shows, in the category of

OAl AAGETT 1 &£ AOOEAT OEA | ACAOGEAT AT 1T AAOTET ¢ Ol
interest to read) from nonparticipate observation guide applied to Readings and
Conversation | group 01 the most representative criteria was acceptable with the 66.67%

while the outstanding criteria only the 33.33%. Hence, the text selected to this course
enhancedstudents to read in the classes.
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Exploitability:

Readings and Conversation | group 01

10

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the text is compatible with the course objectives

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The results that the bar graph shows concerning to exploitability (the text is

compatible with the course objectives) in the category of selection of authentic
material, the highest percentage is represented by 83.33% in the criteria of
acceptable while the 16.67% is for outstanding. Hence, the text that was selected to
this course had a compatibility acceptable with the course objectives established.

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptakle outstanding

the text develop reading skills on students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in Hisy teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

Concerning to the results obtained in the bar graph, regarding to exploitability (the text
develop reading skills on students) in the category of the selectioof authentic material, the
criteria acceptable obtained the 75% while 25% was for outstanding. Therefore, in
thedeveloping of reading skills on students, the texts that were selected to the course
contribute in an acceptable way on students.
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Readability:

Readings and Conversation |1 group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding
the level of difficultyof the text is appropiate for students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to the results that this bar graplshows, concerning to the level of
difficulty of the text is appropriate for students (readability) that is included in the
category of selection of authentic material; the 75% is represented by a level of
difficulty acceptable to students, while the 25% idor outstanding. Hence, the level of
difficulty contained in the texts that wereused in the course were appropriate for
students.

Readings and Conversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the students are exposed to a new vocabulary

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

The results obtained in the bar graph above, shows a significative percentage concerning to
the exposure of students to a new vocabulary through the use of authentic materialsing
this in the rank of acceptable with the 50% and outstanding with the 50%. Hence, it can be
concluded that in fact, the implementation of authentic materials in the Readings and
Conversation | course expose students to a new vocabulary in a signifise@ way in the
learning process of a language.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the material presented to students is structurally
demanding

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:

According to the obtained results that the bar graph shows concerning to readability (the
materials presented to students is structurally demanding) all the material that was
presented to students in classes the 66.67% is in the range of acceptable while 33.33% is
outstanding. Therefore, it can be concluded that the authentic material that was presented by
the teacher in classes had an acceptable criteria regarding structure and content.

B. PRESENTATION:

Readings and Conversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the material is atractive to students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings an@€onversation | courses in English teaching
atthe Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to the results obtained in the bar graph above in relation to the category
of presentation (the material is atractive to students) a significative percentage was the
results in both criteria, acceptatbe with the 50% as well as outsanding with the 50%.Hence, it
can be concluded that in fact, the presentation of authentic material in the class catch the
students attention.
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Readings and Conversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding
the material presented grabs students’ attention

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to the obtained results that the bar graph shows conoging to the

category of presentation of authentic materials in class, the 58.33% is represented by the

criteria outstanding while the 41.67% is for acceptable. Therefore, the presentation of

authentic materials reveals that is an important partinordert COAA OEA OOOAAT 006

C.4%! #( %238 - %4 (/ $/,/"' 94

Readings and Conversation |1 group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the teacher makes use of reading strategies (pre-reading.
while and post reading)

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The results obtained in the bar graph shows a significative percentage concerning to
OAAAEAOOGS 1 AOGETAT1TTCU ET OEA ADPPI EAAOQGEIT 1T &£ OAA
materials, being the 58.33% for outstanding and the 41.67% for acceptable. Hence, it can be

concluded that in fact, in group 01 of Readings and Conversation | the application of reading

strategies was one of the most important parts using authentic materials.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

poor acceptalble outstanding

the teacher activates prior knowledge of students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The results of the bar graph above shows when the teacher activated prior
knowledge of students. The 50% of the time the way in which the teacher activated prior
knowledge was outstanding. Whereas, the 41.67% reflects the times in which the teacher did
aceeptable. Finally, a low percentage 8.33% of times, teacher activated prior knowledge
OPI 101l U6 TO AEA 11 0 AAOCEOAOA EO AO All 8

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the teacher introduces new vocabulary properly

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to the results in the bar graph, concerning to the teachers methodology
in relation to the introduction of new vocabulary properly, the 66.67% is acceptable and the
33.33% outstanding.
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Readings and Conversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the teacher monitors students comprehension while they
are reading

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Concerning to the resultthat was obtained, the bar graph shows a significative
percentage regarding to teachers methodology while the use of authentic materials in class. In
relation to monitors students comprehension while they are reading applied by the teacher in
class, the 5000% was acceptable and 50.00% outstanding. Hence, the assistance of the
teacher in the learning process of students was adequate.

Readings and Conversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the teacher makes use of post-readings strategies
(retelling. discussion, comprehension questions)
effectively

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
atthe Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Concerning to the result that was obtained, this graphic shows that the
implementation of post-readings strategies with the type of authentic materials used in class
in group 01 of Readings and Conversation | course had a significative implementation, being
this of 66.67% as outstanding and the 33.33% for acceptable. Hence, the posadings
strategies that were implemented by the teacher in charge of this group had an signifiozd
participation in the learning process of students.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher encourages students to work in pairs

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador

Analysis: Concerning to the results obtained, this graphic shows that according with the
OAAAEAOOS i1 AOETAITTTcuUu EIiIbDI Al AT OAA ET OEA ¢Oi 0P
strategy of encouraging students to work in pairs using authentic materials in th different

activities previously planned by the teacher in charge of the course had an acceptable
application with the 58.33% in the majority of classes; the 33.33% in activities of discussion

about the topics studied and the 8.33% in homework assignmentTherefore, the
implementation of this strategy related to the use of authentic materials is very useful to

encourage students to work with this kind of materials in the learning process of a language.

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

poor acceptable autstanding

the teacher encourages students to get in groups

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: ! AAT OAET ¢ OI OEA OAOOI 60 1T AOGAET AAh OEA AAO
methodology implemented in the group 01 of Readings and Conversation I; the strategy of
encouraging students to work in groups using authentic materials in the different activities

previously planned by the teacher in charge of the group 01 had an accepkab
implementation with the 50.00% in the majority of classes; the 33.33% as outstanding in

activities of discussion about the topics studied and thd6.67% in homework assignment.

Therefore, the implementation of encouragingstudents to get in groups in ration to the use

of authentic materials was very useful to enhanc® O O A Abti@@od in the learning process
of a language.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 01

S53.339%

Recuento

16 65726

acceptable outstanding
the teacher encourages students to work individually

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: ! AAT OAET ¢ O1T OEA OAOOI OO 1T AGAET AAh OEEO AAO
methodology implemented in the group 01 of Readings and Conversation I; the strategy of
encouraging students to work individually using authentic materials in the different activities

previously planned by the teacher in charge of the group 01 had an acceptable percentage

with the 83.33% in the majority of classes about the topics studied and a lopercentage in

the outstanding criteria with the 16.67% in homework assignment. Therefore, the
implementation of encouraging students to get in groups in relation to the use of authentic

materials was very useful into the classroom in order to enhance stuieO 08 | 1 OEOAQEI 1T E
learning process of a language.

D.345$%. 438 ! 44)45%$% 4/ 7! 2$3:154(%. 4)# -1 4%2) !

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the students participate actively while using authentic
material

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Concerning to the results obtained in the bar graph above in relation to the category
I £ OOOAAT 006 AOOEOOAA OI xAOAO AOOEAT OEA 1 AOAOEA
acceAAT A AOEOAOEA xEOE OEA vuvys8oob ET OAlI AOGEIT i
classess while the 41.67% is for outstanding. Hence, it can be concluded that in fact, the use of

authentic material in class generates a considerable level of parg@ation on students in the

learning process of a language.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

25 .00%

acceptable outstanding

the students show an enthusiastic attitude Iin class

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to the results obtained, the bar graph above in relation to the category of
OOOAAT OO AOOEOOAA OI xAOAO AOOEAT OEA 1 AGAOEAI O
AAAAPOAAT A AOEOAOEA xEOE OEA yxus8nmniiyoEdlassesA1 AOET 1
while the 41.67% is for outstanding. Hence, it can be concluded that the use of authentic

material in classes generates an enthusiastic attitude on students in the learning process of a

language.

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding
the students show an improvement on reading skills

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | courses in English teaching
at the Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: 4 EA OAOOI 0O 1T AOCAET AA E1T OEA AAO COADPE AAT OA
attitude towards authentic materials, shows a significative percentage of 75.00% in the

acceptable criteria regarding to the improvement on reading skills of students from group 01

while the 25.00% is for outstanding. Hence, it can be concluded that usiagthentic materials

in class helps in a considerable way to the improvement of reading skills on students in the

learning process of a language.
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ANALYSIS: NON-PARTICIPANTOBSERVATION GUIDEEROUP 03

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

newwspaper video others specify

type of authentic materials used

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The percentages represented on the bar graph reflect the types of authentic
material used themost during the Readings and Conversation | group 03. It seems that the
DOAATT ET AT O AAOACI OU £ O OEEO CcOi Op EO O1 OEA0OO
teacher opted present mostly the web articles from CNN news. In second place, the 20%

corresponds to newspaper. Finally, in last place the 10% represents the use of video with the
lowest percentage of frequency.

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

introductory activity

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Dgartment at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The graph above suggests whether if the teacher made use of an introductory
activity to engage students into the lesson or not. In this case, it seems that most of the
lessons lacked an introductory ativity specifically the 60% of the lessons observed. On the
other hand, there was a good part of the time (40%) in which the teacher devoted time to

have an introductory activity such as; a warm up, a short discussion, etc. This was beneficial
for students.
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A. SELECTION OF AUTHENTIC MATERIAL

Suitability:

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

acceptable

the material selected is appropriate in accordance with
students needs and abilities

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Anglxsis: \Fpr,tr\lis category, tNheA gra}_ph presents t_ha} Ehg 100% Qf Atr]e time th}eA authgan~tic~ S
i AOAOEAT OA1I AAOGAA xAO OAAAAPOAAI A6 ET AAAT OAAT A,
terms of suitability which is an important aspect in the selection of authentic material

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

acceptable outstanding
the text enhances the students interest to read

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: This graph reflects to what extent the authentic texts selectednhanced students

ET OAOAOGO OF OAAAs /1 1T1TA EATAh OEA xmp 1T &£ OEA |,
material was appropriate but not as much as to enhance a great interest to read. On the other

EAT Ah OEA onbp 1T £ OEA | A@kOwds, theAaterialCcontadedOAT AET C¢
relevant topics that aimed students to do further reading
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Exploitability:

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

acceptable outstanding

the text is compatible with the course cbhjectives

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Departmerdat the University of El Salvador.

Analysjs: For AthisAgroup, the g[aph suggests that 'Ehe 90% of trle material ApresAented was
OAAAADPOAAT A OEO 1 AAT O EO xAO Aili PAOEAI A xE
The other 10% of the material was colEAAOAA O OOOOAT AET ¢ OOET

E OER
o
course in the reading area.

0
AA E

Y

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

below standards acceptable

outstanding
the text develops reading skills on students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of Balvador.

Analysis: In terms of developing reading skills on students the 70% of the material selected
xAO OAAAADPOAAI Aoh OETAA 1100 EO Al11xAA 00
scanning, guessing meaning from context and finding the main idea. Followed tine 20% of

OEA | AGAOEAT OEAO #Z£EO OEA OiI OOOOAT AET co A
OOOAAT OO MEOIT i OEEO Ai OOOAs8 )i T OOAOON OE
the text did not develop the students reading skills ag ivas expected.
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Readability:

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

acceptable outstanding

the level of difficulties of the text is appropriate for
students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to the bar graph, the mrity of texts presented to students (70%) were

OAAAADPOAAT A6 ET OAOI O 1 &£ OEA 1AOGAT 1 &£ AEEEEAOD]
understandable for students. Whereas, the 30% of the texts to what students were exposed

during the observation phasex A OA O1 OOOOAT AET ¢ Oh EO 1 AAT O AU
students.

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the students are exposed to a new vocabulary

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the Foreign Languages
Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: For this group, most of the texts to which students were exposed (70%) were

01 OOOOAT AET ¢coh ET OAOI O 1T &£ POI OEAETC 1100 1T £ 1A~
OEA 1T OEAO EAT Ah OEA onb 1T £ OEA OAMdvidedhewA OAAAAE
vocabulary it was not very relevant in comparison to others
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Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

acceptable outstanding

the material presented to students is structurally
demanding

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of Halvador.

Oi OOOOAT AET Go AAAAOOA OEA OOOOAOOOAO xEOEET OEAI
students. In second place, the graph shows that the 50% of @A @300 xAOA OAAAADPOA
means they were a little too demanding for the level of students.

Analysis: Regarding to the complexity of structures founded within the authentic texts were

B.PRESENTATION:

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

poor acceptable outstanding

the material is attractive to students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Departmerat the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Concerning to the presentation of the material, the graph shows that the 40% of

i AOAOEAT O xAOA OAAAADOAAI Ao ET OAOI O T £ AOOOAAOE
format in which the materials were presented, or it if contained images, colors, etc. This
Ai111TxAA AU OEA onb T &£ OEA 1 AOAOEAI OEAO £EO OEA
&ET AT T U AT ANOAI DOT PT OOEIT jonbpq OAPOAOAT 6O 1 AO
an attractive presentation which becomes a key factor when engaging the reader interest in

texts.
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Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

poor acceptable outstanding
the material presented grabs students™ attantion

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University &l Salvador.

Analysis: Another important aspect to consider, in respect to the presentation of the material
is if it grabs students attention. In this case, the graph shows that most of the times the

i AOAOEAT DOAOGAT OAA xAOA ODithe Gdntrar® /1® GUBCA thOET ¢ O

i AOAOEAIT DOAOAT OAA ET A1 AOO xAO Ai 1 OEAAOAA
i AOAOEAT xAO AT 1T OEAAOAA O1 OOOOAT AElI ¢cd OEI
OOOAAT 60686 AOOEOOAA OtaseAaphsiiveatitule. | AOAOEAT h ET OE

A 4% #( %238 -%4a(/ $/,/" 94g

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

below standards poor acceptable outstanding

the teachers make use of reading strategies (pre-reading.
while and post-reading)

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the Foreign Languages
Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: According to what the graph reflects, almost half of the time (40%), the teacher

made use of reading strategies such as; preading, whilereading and postreading.

Followed by the 30% of the time in which teacher used either one or two reading strategie

Then the 20% of times all these strategies were applied appropriately fitting the

Ol OOO0OAT AET ¢co6 AOEOAOEA8 &ETAI 1T UR OEA pnbp OEAOD
OAAAEARAO AEAT 80 APpPI EAA AT U OOOAOACEAO AO All s
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Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher activates prior knoledge of students

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The graph above shows when the teacher activated prior knowledge of students. In

this case the 40%of the time the way in which the teacher activated prior knowledge was
OAAAADOAAI Aos 7EAOAAOh OEA onpOAZI AAOO OEA OEI AC
AAOEOAOGEI ¢ POEIT O ElTiI xi AACA DPi OEOGEITETI C EI OEA O]
discussions and activities in order to get students notions in the topic about to be studied or
reviewed. Finally, a high percentage (40%) of times, teacher activated prior knowledge

OPI i OiUusa 1T O AEA 1160 AAOEOAOA EO AO All 8

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

poor acceptable outstanding
the teacher introduces new vocabulary properly

Source:Non-participant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: ' TT OEAO EI T OOAT O AOPAAO ET OACAOA O OAAA
authentic material is the accurate introduction to new vocabulary. In this sense, the graph
shows that the majority of the time (50%), the way in which the teacher introduced the new
Ol AAAOI AOU xAO OAAAADPOAAI Ad8 4EAT OHEAlackedr 1 £ OEI
the introduction of new vocabulary. Finally, only the 10% of times the introduction of the new
O1T AAADOI AOU xAO AT 1T OEAAOAA OI OOOOAT AET co6 AU OEA 1
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Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

below standards poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher monitors students” comprehension while they
are reading

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversatiorin English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

1 OIf O T &£ ITTTEOI OET ¢ OOOAAT 608 Al i POAEAT OE
i £ OEI A OAAAEAO TTTEOI OETI C xAO OAFWSAIOAMAY Ao AOT I
OEA c¢nb 1T &£ OEIi AO ET xEEAE OEA 1T AOCAOOGAO &I 61 A OEA
pnb T £ OEIi A0 xAO Ai 1 OEAAOAA OPiIi i1 06 AT A Al ANOAI
iTTEOGT O OOOAAT OO AO Al 1 hA AGEMODA A OEAN CEEASEEO OEA O

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

below standards poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher makes use of post-reading strategies (re-
telling, discussion, comprehension question) effectely

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The bar graph suggests that the 40% of times when teacher made use of post

OAAAET ¢ OOOAOGACEAOG xAO AT 1 OEAAOAA OI OOOOAT AET Co ¢
AT T OEAAOAA OAAAADPOAAI A68 4EATh OEA ¢mbp 1T &£ OEI AO
reading strategies and finally the 10% of times the teacher did not used post reading
OOOAOAGCEAO OEAOAEI OA E£EOO OEA OAAI T x OOAT AAOAOGG
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Readings and C ion | group 03

Count

20.00%) 0.00%)

below standards poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher encourages students to work in pairs

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teachingfag
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: For this group, the observer noticed that students were not asked to work in pairs in

every single lesson, in this sense, the times that students were encouraged to work in pairs

i AEAO OEA omnmb AT 1T OEARAOAA OAAAAPOAAI Ad6h OEEO A&l
AT 1T OEAAOAA OI OOOOAT AET ¢ OAAOGAA OPI1T OEA OUDPA 1 7/
obtained. Then the same portion (30%) of times teacher did not require students twork in
DPAEOO O EO AT OOAOPI T AO OEA OAAI T x OOAT AAOAOGG A
xAO Al 1T OEAAOAA OPiI 106 AU OEA 1T AOAOOAOS

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

below standards acceptable outstanding

the teacher encourages students to getin groups

Source: Norparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teachinglag
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The results obtained in the graph indicate that the 60% of time the teacher did not

ACGEAA OOOAAT OO O x1 OE ET CcOI OPO bi OEOEITEITC EI

i £/ OEI A0 xEAT OAAAEAO AOEAA OOOAAT OO Oi AT OEEO

OEA ¢nbp 1T &£ OEA OEIi A0 xEAT OAAAEAO AEA EO xAO DPAO
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Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

below standards acceptable outstanding

the teacher encourages students to work individually

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversatiornii English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: As the bar graph shows most of the times teacher did not encourage students to
xI OE 11T OEAEO 1T x1 O OEAOh EO OAZ&EI AGDARIAA AGERO6x P
criteria. This, against the 20% of times in which the observer perceived that this activity was

Ol OOOOAT AET ¢c68 &ETAI 1 Uh OEA pmnb 1T A& OEIi A0 xEAT 0O
xAO AT 1T OEAAOAA OAAAADPOAAI Ao 8
D345%$%. 430 ! 44) DS AILHENTIC MATERIALS
§
t:io::::n:::: partic:opoarte avu:ti\{:ll‘::i:::?e usingom::.latn:i;itic
Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.
Analysis:In respect to the students participationwhile the teacher used authentic material, 5
OEA 1T AOAOOAA A1 1 OEAAOAAG AAAADPOAAI A6 ET A xmnbh O
DAOOEAEDAOA EI All OEA AAOEOEOEAOS 4EAl OEA 1A0
AAT T x OOAT AADA Gl 6ATTAOQXBEGAT AET ¢ OCAOOET C A PAOAAI
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Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

below standards poor acceptable

the students show an enthusiastic attitude in class

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The graph above shows that the majority of the time (60%) the attitude of the
O0OOAAT OO xAO Ai 1 OEAAOAA OAAAADPOAAI Ad xEAI
due to the fact that that they were willing to participate in all the activities, and expressed
OEAEO T PETEITO OAI AGAA O1 OEA OI PEAO OOOAEAAS8 4E
AOOEOOAA xAO DPAOAAREOAA AO ObPi1 068 !'TA £EETAIIT Uh
OOOAAT OO8 AOOEOOAA OAAIT AA O1F AA OAAITT x OOAT AAOAO

ARET C

Readings and Conwversation | group 03

Count

below standards

poor acceptable

the students show an improvement on reading skills

Source: Nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in English Teaching at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: The results obtained from the observation period reflect an improvement on the

students OAAAET ¢ OEEI T O ET A xmb Al T OEAAOAA OAAAADOA
reading techniques, a better comprehension of texts and read faster. On the contrary the
OAOOI 0O OETI x OEAO ET A ¢mbp OOOAAT OO AFikaly 1 O Ei PO
in a 10% students did not reflect an improvement in reading skills at all.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT “



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

ANALYSIS: NORARTICIPANTOBSERVATION GUIDEEROUP 06

Readings and Conversation | group 06

Count

newwspaper video audic others specify

type of authentic materials used

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toaddimgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @dtvador.

Analysis: According to this bar graph, it is appreciated that the most outstanding type of

authentic materials is video since it represents the 62.50% of this grqu06. It does not mean
that newspaper, audio and others are not used because they have 12.50% each one.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count
s

100 .00%

ves

introductory activity

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toddimgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&Vador.

Analysis: Based on the observation guide, the teacher made use of an introductory activity in
order to begin the class since in this graph the introductory activity represents a 100% it
means hat in every class observed the teacher made use of this
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A. SELECTION OF AUTHENTIC MATERIAISuitability

Readings and Conversation |1 group 06

Count

acceptable outstanding

the material selected is appropriate in accordance with
students needs and abilities

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toa@imgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&vador.

Analysis: In this graph, it is observed that the type of material selected in classes is
appropriate for students” needs and abilies. Based on the observation guideacceptable and
outstanding are the highest criteria; so that, as it is points out on the graph acceptable
represents 37.50% and outstanding points out 62.50% which is the highest percentage.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the text enhances the students interest to read

Source nonparticipant observadn guideapplied to Radings and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&Vador.

Analysis: " AOAA 11 OEEO ££ZET AET ch EO OAAI O OEAO OA@OO
since outstanding points out an87.50% of the percentagevhileacceptable shows a 12.50% of
the score. In other words, the texts provided to students fulfill the students” needs.
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Exploitability:

Readings and Conversation | group 06

Count

4 100.00%

outstanding
the text is compatible with the course objectives

Source non-participant observation guidgpplied to Radings andConversation in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @divador.

Analysis: In this graph, it can be observed that the text is compatible with the course
objective since outstanding, which is the highest criterichas 100% of the score. It means that
the materials provided to students show an improvement in their reading skill.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable outstanding

the text develops reading skills on students

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toadimgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @&Vador.

Analysis: According to the graph, it is observed that texts develop reading skills on students
because outstanding represents a 75% while acceptable points out 25% of the criteria
observed through the classes. It means that texts fulfill the students” expectations.
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Readability:

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

12.50%

acceptable

outstanding

the level of difficulties of the text is appropriate for
students

Source non-participant observation guidggplied to Radings and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&Vador.

Analysis: Based on these findings, it can be appreciated that the level of difficulties of the text
is appropriate to the students” level since outstanding represents the highest score which is

87.50% while acceptable shows a 12.50% of the percentage. That med#mat students were
exposedto new vocabulary.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable outstanding

the students are exposed to a new vocabulary

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toaddigs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @dvador.

Analysis: According to this graph, it is observed that students are exposed to a new
vocabulary since outstanding gets the highest score while acceptable gets 25% of the score.

Based on this, i can besaid that authentic texts help students in the acquisition of new
vocabulary.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

a 100.00%

outstanding

the material presented to students is structurally
demanding

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toad@imgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&Vador.

Analysis: Also in this graph, it can be said that the material presented to students is
structurally demanding; besides that, outstanding shows a 100% of the score. For that reason

previously mentioned, authentic texts are considered a meaningful tool in order to fulfill the
students” needs.

B. PRESENTATION:

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable outstanding
the material is attractive to students

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toa@imgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&vador.

Analysis: This bar graph shows a significant result in relation to the material studied in class
since these authentic materials are crucial and attractive for students. In addition, as it is

observed on the graph that outstanding shows an 87.50% of the score while acceptable gets a
12.50% of the score
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Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable outstancding 3

the material presented grabs students  attention

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toadimgs and Conversationin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @divador.

Analysis: Based on this significant result, it can be appreciated that there are some materials
that grab the students” attention more since acceptable got the highest score which is 50%,
and autstanding shows a 37.50% ofhe score while poor got 12.50%of the score

C.4%! #( %238 - %4(/ $/,/"' 94,

Readings and Conversation | group 06

Count

poor acceptable outstanding

the teachers make use of reading strategies (pre-reading,
while and post-reading)

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toaddigs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @dtVvador.

Analysis: According to this bar graph, the results show some differences regarding to the
scores; why, because the use of reading strategies do not show a significant finding since
outstanding just represents 12.50% which is the lowest score. Acceptable points out a 37.50%

which means, sometimes, they are used. So, the highest score for this chart is poor which
shows a 50% the score of reading strategies.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher activates prior knoledge of students

Source non-participantobservation guidapplied to Radings and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @divador.

Analysis: In this bar graph, the results are considered acceptable because outstanding shows
the highest score and acceptable represents a 25% of the score. In that way, teacher activates
prior knowledge of students; however, poor shows an important score which i42.50% it
means that in some cases activating prior knowledge of students is missing.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

poor

acceptable outstanding

the teacher introduces new vocabulary properly

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toadd@imgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&Vador.

Analysis: According to this bar graph, the highest score is acceptable which shows a 62.50%
and outstanding just represents a 25% of the score while poor got a 12.50% of the score.
Based onthese results, it can be said that sometimes new vocabulary is introduced properly.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS
|

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptakle

outstanding
the teacher monitors students” comprehension while they

are reading

Source non-participant observation guidgplied to Radings and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&vador.

Analysis: According to this bar

graph, it seems that teacher monitors students’
comprehension while they are reading. Therefore, outstanding shows a significant result
which is an 87.50% of thescore while acceptable points out a 12.50% of the score.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

poor

acceptable

outstanding
the teacher makes use of post-reading strategies (re-
telling. discussion., comprehension question) effectely

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied toa@imgs and Conversatiorin Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University @d&Vador.

Analysis: Based on this bar graph, the highest score is acceptable which shows a 62.50% of
the percentage while outstanding represents a 25% of the score and poor points out a 12.50%
of the score.
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Readings and Conversation | group 06

Count

poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher encourages students to work in pairs

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Based on this bar graph, the teacher encourages students to get in groups
frequently. The chart shows the highest scores which are outstanding (62.50%) and

acceptable (37.50%). Also, the results got from the observation guide show a
meaningful finding.

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the teacher encourages students to get in groups

Source nonparticipant observation guide appliedReadings and Conversation | in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: In this bar graph, it is seen that teacher encourages students to work in pairs due to
the fact that the highest scoe is outstanding which is 50% and acceptable shows an
improvement of 37.50% of the score while poor just 12.50% of the score.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the teacher encourages students to work individually

Source nonparticipant observation guide appliedReadings and Conversation | in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: with regard to the individual work in this bar graph of group 06, it seems that the
highest percentage is outstandingvhich represents an 87.50% while acceptable represents a

12.50% of the score. This bar graph shows that the individual work wassed as a tool to
develop reading activities during this class.

D.345%$%. 4306 ! 44)45%% 4/ 71 2%$3:154(%. 4) #

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the students participate actively while using authentic
material

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis:Based on this bar graph, the results show such meaningfdindings because
outstanding represents a 50% as well as acceptable got 50% of the score. This is because the
majority of students really like to participate and enjoy reading as well speaking.
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Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptabls outstanding

the students show an enthusiastic attitude in class

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: In this bar graph, it is seen that students show an enthusiastic attitudéarough the

class. The highest score is acceptable because it shows 62.50% of the score while outstanding
represents a 37.50% of the score.

Readings and Conversation | group 06

Count

acceptable outstanding
the students show an improvement on reading skills

Source nonparticipant observation guide applied to Readings and Conversation | course in Modern Languages at the
Foreign Languages Department at the University of El Salvador.

Analysis: Based on this bar graph, it can be said that the highest scoreaisceptable since it
shows an 87.50% of the score while outstanding shows a 12.50% of the percentage. In this

way, those students who attended classes frequently show a significant improvements than
those who do not.
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UNIVARIATE ANALYSIS: COMPARISON AMONG GROUPS 01, 03 AND 06 FROM READINGS AND CONVERSATION 1.

Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

newspagper video audio others specify

Type of authentic materials used type of authentic materials used

newspaper video others specify newspaper video audio others specify

type of authentic materials used

Analysis:

Regarding to the results gathered from Readings and Conversation | groups (01, 03 and 06), it banseen that the type of authentic materials used have
some differences in each group since in group 01 newspaper has the higher position (41.67%) while group 03 and 06 newspapere a low score; in other
words, in this group, newspapers were more usechan group 03 and 06. However, it is appreciated that videos in group 06 has a higher score in comparison
with group 01 and 03 which is 62.50% it means that videos in group 06 were more used since group 01 and 03 only have (33.Ba#d (10%) as it can be

seen on the bar graph. Finally, in group 03 is the opposite because others materials has a higher score (70%) while group id @ have a low range
(8.33%) and (12.50%).

In short, it can be said that teachers have sonpreferences on the material usedo teach class but the most important thing is that the three of them ake
use of authentic materials.
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation I group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

16.67%
acceptable outstanding acceptable outstanding outstanding
the text is compatible with the course objectives the text is compatible with the course objectives

the text is compatible with the course objectives

Analysis:

In the bar graphsabove, it is inferred that the texts are compatible with the course objectives because the three groups 01, 03 and 06 show a pasit
finding. In the first group, as it is seen on the bar graph acceptable got an (83.33%) while outstanding got a low score §1%) it means that it has a
positive result. The same occurs with the third group since acceptable got a (90%) while outstanding got (10%) of the sc@e. the other hand, the group

with the highest percentages 06 because outstaniohg got the100%. Thatmeans, the threegroups show a positive result regardingthe compatibility of the
texts with the course objectives
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readi and C

)

I group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento

Count
Count

acceptable outstancling poor

ECzEpiet U EER acceptable autstanding
the material is atractive to students

the material is attractive to students the material is attractive to students

Analysis:

Respecting, the results of the bar graphs it can be said that the three groups 01, 03 and 06 got meaningful results becaasgp @1 as it is
appreciated on the graph got the sam@ercentage (50%) for both acceptable and outstandingwhich is consideredthat the material is
attractive to students. in group 03, the score shows some differences because acceptable only got a (40%) and outstandin¢3gét) while
poor got (30%) of the percentage However, group 06 got the highespercentagesince outstanding gotan (87.50%) and acceptable got

(12.50%) of the percentage Indeed, it is considered that the materials provided to students were attractive to students since the graphs can
reflect a meaningful finding.
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

acceptable outstanding below standards poor acceptable outstanding poor acceptable outstancling
the teacher makes use of reading strategies (pre-reading, the teachers make use of reading strategies (pre-reading, the teacher makes use of post-reading strategies (re-
while and post reading) while and post-reading) telling, discussion, comprehension question) effectely

Analysis: The graphs for the three groups suggest thaeachers in charge of the subject devoted time to include reading strategies such as,
pre-reading, while- reading and postzreading, in their lessons. These strategies are an effective complement when using authentic texts in
order to enhance reading proE AEAT AU8 )1 1100 T £# OEA AAOAO OEEO xAO Ai1 OEAAOAA
percentage of 41% in group 01, 40% in group 03 and 62% for group 06.

~ A 2 oA s oA

In second place observers considered the teachers usage of reading strat€gie A0 O OOOOAT AET ¢co6 1T AOGAET ET ¢ A
20% for group 03 and 25% for group 06. In contrast there were occasions in which observers perceived the use of reading sg#&ts as

OPi 1 06 A&OI I OEA PAOO 1T £ OAAMAERCD graup @ CAMAICtheteriska low gercéntade Ghiat Gepresants thA
times in which the teacher did not use reading strategieat alOEEO EO OEA AAOA &I O cOi 6P mo OEAO «x
the time.
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

poor acceptable outstanding

the teacher activates prior knowledge of students

poor acceptable outstanding poor acceptable

outstanding
the teacher activates prior knoledge of students the teacher activates prior knoledge of students

Analysis: The graphs above coincided in the fact the teachers activated prior knowledge of students before introducing a new topicstart
a discussion which is very good for studenty. T OEEO xAUh 1T AOGAOOAOO AOI 1T CcOiI OPO mp AT A no
percentages of 50% and 62% respectively.

9AOh OEAOA xAOA OEIi AO E1T xEEAE OEA AAOEOAOQOEIT 1T &£ DOEIT Ow,Hkhsiwasl A A
reflected in the percentages obtained; 41% for group 01, 40% for group 03 and 25% for group 06. Nevertheless in twdha groups there

were times in which the activation of prior knowledge was not included in the lessons or was not effective. Those times itsnansidered
Obi 1 06 xEOE OEA ybp ET CcOiI OP mp AT A OEA pg¢b EIT CcOI OP nes
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

acceptable outstanding

i i below standards poor acceptabls outstanding poor acceptable outstanding
t?,if:,ﬁ‘,’,“;:,?;iﬁi’;iﬂff::,ﬁ;?;ﬁ:ﬁg;:ﬁiﬁgﬁfﬁfﬂ:f the teacher makes use of post-reading strategies (re- the teacher makes use of post-reading strategies (re-
! ef’fecti\,ew telling, discussion, comprehension question) effectely telling, discussion, comprehension question) effectely
Analysis: Concerning to the use of post reading strategied £ZFEAAOE OATl Uh T AGAOOAOO A&OT i OEA OEOAA

majority of the lessons. For instance, group 01 gotgercentage of 66%, group 03 got 40% , while group for just the 25%. In addition to this,

Ol i AOET AO OEA OOA 1T &£ OAAAETI ¢ OOOAOACEAO xAO OEAXxAA AO OAARADPO
respectively) different in comparison tothe percentage got in group 06 that is 62%.

-1 OAT 6Aoh Oxi 1T &£ OEA 1T AOCAOOAOO AiI OT A OEEO AAOEOGEOU AO Ompécivewo A
&ET AT Uh EOOO CcOl 6P mnmo OADPI OOAAAAI PAOAARADALSAAT OAQEADU8 OAPOAO
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

acceptable outstanding helow standards poar acceptable outstanding acceptable outstanding
the students participate actively while using authentic the students participate actively while using authentic the students participate actively while using authentic
material material material

Analysis:

Basedon the results from the observation applied to groups 01, 03 and 06 from Readings and Conversatigrin terms of participation by
students in classes while using authentic materials; the bar graphs reveal that in the three groups the level of participatibpom students in

the majority of classes was acceptable being this of 70.00% in group 03; 58.33§toup 01 and 50.00% in group 06 followed by the
outstanding criteria with the 50.00% in group 06; 41.67% group 01 and only the 10.00% for group 03.

Finally, it can be concluded that the use of authentic materials in classes has a considerable impactin@dfal T 01 OOOAAT OO

Qu
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Readings and Conversation | group 01 Readings and Conversation | group 03 Readings and Conversation | group 06

Recuento
Count
Count

acceptahle outstanding below standarcls poor acceptable

acceptable outstanding
the students show an enthusiastic attitude in class

the students show an enthusiastic attitude in class the students show an enthusiastic attitude in class

Analysis:

According to the results obtained from the observation guide applied to groups 01, 03 and 06 in Readings andv&osation | course in
OA1 AGETT OF OOOAAT 0860 AOOE OO0 Adkapis labove Geiedl thatGranithel tibeegloups dbEeAV@IBDER OO OO E /
attitude in class was in the acceptable range, being this of 75.00% for group 01; 62.50% in group 06 and 60.00% group Oérajor part

of the treatment period followed by the outstanding criteria with 37.50% in group 06 and 25.00% in group 01.

Finally, it can be concluded that authentic materials contribute in a way to generate on students a positive attitude in classes ilatien to the
learning processof a foreign language.
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BIVARIATEANALYSISO AAOOT 160 #1 OOAT AGET 1

Correlation coefficient obtained from the pre -test and post -test scores.

Readings and Conversation | scores got by scores got by
group 01 students in the students in the post -
pre -test test
Pearson
scores got by students Correlation l o
in thge prZ-test \ Sig. (2 .000
tailed)
24 24
Pearson
scores got by stidents Correlation o 1
in thi pogt-test Sig. (2 .000
tailed)
N 24 24

**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 leve{2-tailed).

¢Eglzzlr?élation coefficient Obtainedin the relation of the reading proficiency pretest

and posttest scores gained by students from Readings and Conversation | groupi®l

8ow xEEAE EO Al 1 OEAAOAA OEECETOOAOOAT OEAI 6
interpretation of the strength of the correlation coefficients (see table below). In

addition to this the 2-tailed testing reveals that the correlation is significant atthe

0.01 level.

Interpretation of correlation coefficients.
Correlation _Interpretation

00-8¢m .ACIl ECEAT A O 11Tx jA AT OOAI AGEIT 1
.20-.40 Low

.40- .60 Moderate

.60-.80 High/substantial

80zp8mm 6 AOU EEGCE j A Al OOAI AGEITT 1T & p38
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Correlation coefficient obtained from the  pre -test and post -test scores

Readings and Conversation | Score got by Score got by
group 03 students in the | students in the
pre -test post-test.
Score gotby  Correagon : S65
students in thepre- Sig. (2tailed) 028
test
N 15 15
Score got by Pearson 565 1
studentsin the Correlation
post-test Sig. (2tailed) .028
N 15 15

*, Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2ailed).

Analysis:

The chart above represents the correlation coefficientesulting from the pre- test and

post-test scores obtained by students from Readings and Conversations | group 03

i AET OET ¢ ET %l cl EOE OAAAEET C xEEAE EOh 8L @
according to the interpretation of correlation coeficients. Furthermore, the 2tailed

testing shows that the correlation is significant at the 0.05 level.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

Correlation coefficient obtained from the pre

-test and post -test scores.

Readings and Conversations | group 06.

scores got by
students in the

scores got by
students in the

pre -test post-test
Pearson N
Rscgres got 332: students;f Correlation 1 701
eadings and Conversation _. .
g Sig. (2tailed) 002
pretest
N 16 16
scores got by studentsf Pearson 701" 1
readings and Conversation | Correlation
posttest Sig. (2tailed) .002
N 16 16

**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (Zailed).

Analysis:

In respect to the correlation coefficient derived from the scores obtained in the
reading proficiency pre- test and post-test. The results show a correlation of .70 which
is considered to be high/ substantial. In other words the scores got in both test are
highly related one another. In addition to this, the 2 tailed testing suggest that the

correlation is significant a the 0.01 level.
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SEMI STRUCTURED INTERVIEW ANALYSIS FROM READINGS AND CONVERSATION |
STUDENTS

Question 1. What are authentic materials for you?

This question was oriented to determine the notions that students have about
authentic materials expressed in their own words. In this question most of the
interviewees expressed that authentic material were created to inform and entertain
people. In addition to this, some of them said those materials were taken from real life
and that their function was not teaching a language. Therefore, from these opinions
the researchers perceived that students have an idea of what authentic materials are.
(T xAOAOh OEAU AT180 ETix A@AAOI Uh OEAEO

ignore the types ofmaterials in existence.

Question 2: Have your teachers used authentic materials in previous

courses? Which ones?
For question two the aim was to make students recall the times in which they were
exposed to authentic materials and to identify the type®f materials employed by

the teachers in previous courses along the English Teaching major.

In this case, the majority of the interviewed students said that they actually
remember the use of authentic in previous courses, in fact, some of them said that
they have used them since they began studying the major in the different English
courses. Moreover, they mentioned some of the materials such as; newspap

articles and YouTube videos.

Question 3: What do you think about the use of authentic texts within the
Readings and Conversation | course?
This time the research team pretended to find out students appreciation of the use
of authentic materials in the course. In accordance to their responses most of them
agreed that it was a good idea and that it wamteresting, also they said it was a
good way to discover new vocabulary. Furthermore, students share the opinion that
they feel motivated when using authentic materials, what is more one of them

mentioned.
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O7A AAAT 11 OEOAOAA AT Aoftié ldhgudge adtHe cueeo® UT O AO

OEAO Alzdna I@b@rﬁ,étudejt majoring in Modern Languages).

Question 4: How do you think that authentic materials influence on your
reading performance? In which aspects?
For question number four the idea was to know if authentic materials influenced
students reading performance. In this way, students claimed that they were
influenced mostly by the acquisition of lots of new vocabulary, also they highlighted
that they were able to appied reading techniques when using this type of materials

and become more knowledgeable in different topics.

In this regard, Yvette Quintanilla, a student majoring in English Teaching who is
AOOOAT Ol U OAEET ¢ OEA OOAEAAGnoE moreCamutOD mo
O1l PEAO ) EAOA 1TAOGAO EAAOAOGS
Question 5: Does your teacher provide the course with authentic
materials out of class (virtual platform) ? Explain.
Here the intention was to figure out if students were provided with authentic
material out of class. In this case two groups from Readings and Conversation were
using the social network Facebook, actually those groups have created a group in
order to be in contact with the teacher while a group of Modern Languages used

Moodle as a virtual platfem to be in contact with those materials out of class.

Question 6: What type of homework assignment are you given through

the virtual platform and how often?
The idea here was to know what type of homework assignment were students
given through thevirtual platform and the frequency in which they were asked to a

task using authentic materials virtually.

According to the interviewees responses the assignments given varied from one
group to another. Some of them were asked to watch a video in orderdgscuss it in
class, others said they had to read articles in order to answer a reading control test

later on, or just receive instructions about further tasks.
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Question 7: In your opinion, do you consider that authentic material

helped you in the acquisi tion of new vocabulary ?
In respect to the acquisition of new vocabulary most of the participants agreed that
they did, they got lots of new vocabulary from authentic texts presented in the
course. In fact, some of them recognized that it lead them to tp guess the
meaning of several words within the texts. Mario Beltran, a student taking the

subject this semester pointed out;

O! OOEAT OEA |1 AOAOEAT &I OAAA T A O1 1AAOT A 11

Question 8: In general, do you consider that authentic materia Is helped you to
improve your reading fluency and reading comprehension?

Based on studé 006 OAODPT T OAO &£ O OEEO NOAOOEI T h OAC
materials helped them to get more vocabulary which in turns enhances reading
comprehension. Moreover, students consider that they were able to apply the reading

techniques studied at the very beginning of the course such as; skimming, scanning,

guessing meaning from context, etc. Finally students claimed that authentic materials

are useful as reading became an easier and faster activity for them.
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SEMI STRUCTURED INTERVIEW ANALYSIS FROM READINGS ANMOINVERSATION |
PROFESSORS

Question 1: What are authentic materials for you?

Based on the teachers” answerin the first question which is what are authentic
materials for you? It can be saidhat authentic materials are all kind of sources that
teachers can use for having students understand some topics taken from real context.
That means, this information tha students get from newgaper, magazines and videos
has the purpose to inform students. On the other hand, one teacher added a
meaningful complementfor this question. She said that authentic materialave not
been designedfor a teaching purposebecausethese materials can be found in every

situation.

Question 2: Do you think that using authentic materials is crucial in learning a

foreign language?

The research group asked teachers if they consider that authentic materials are
crucial in learning aforeign language and they answered yes, since teachers agreed
that authentic texts can be relevant to students. Besides this, teachers consider that
authentic materials help students to improve their skills (reading, writing, listening
and oral). In short and based on their testimonies and experiences, authentic
materials give students the chance to get more vocabulary and to improve their

comprehension as well.

Question 3: What type of authentic material do you preferto  usein your

classes and why?

Teachers were asked about what type of authentic materials they prefer to use in
classes and they agreed that it depends on the purpose they are teaching. Based on
this, one teacher pointed out some relevant topics already used in Readings and
Conversation | such as; happiness, economics, magazines and surrogacy. Those are
taken from the web and those topics for sure are written by experts. Of course, it is
crucial to detail the mostcommon sources used in Readings and Conversation | such

as; newspaper artcles, magazines, videos and authentic books.
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Question 4: What criteria do you follow in the selectionof
authentic materials?
According to the teachers” answers, the first criteria followed to select authentic
i AOGAOEAT O EO OEA OlcActsAdreed that iDerpikdoitadt@dookO ET A A
for information that can be understood by students or at least students can show
interest to this information. Also teachers pointed out that students who are attending
Readings and Conversation | have alreadynfshed the five levels of English; it means,
as teachers said, they are supposed to have reached the level C1 according to the
common European Framework of reference (CEFF). So, the material should be

selected based on these criteria.

Question 5: In your opinion, which are the benefits that authentic
materials provide on students reading competence ?

It is appreciated that authentic materials have some benefits since as teachers pointed
out if students compare what they have to study in a book which is natuthentic and
then they get inform about what is going on in real life with other issues, problems
and situations that happen around the world, for sure students will realize this
updated information with new vocabulary used in those articles is even moreelevant
and motivational in terms of feeling of achievement than those from books with
limited vocabulary. Besides that, students get used to listen to videos which are

essential to improve their listening skill since it is considered another benefit.

Question 6: Do you consider that the implementation of authenticmaterials in
the Readings and Conversation | course has an advantage over using
the traditional approach (course book)?

In accordance to this question which is related to the advantages tohe
implementation of authentic materials; in a way, teachers agreed that authentic
materials have some advantages over using the traditional approach. Based on this,
the first advantage is that teachers have some freedoms to choose the materials they
think students will be interested in because the idea is to motivate them to participate

more. Also as one teacher pointed out, students are not submitted in a book because
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books are restrictive and very limited. So in that way, vocabulary found in authentic
materials is more expanded than the ones from the book. Indeed, books usually follow

stages and that can be considered boring or simply students can show not interest.

Question 7: Based on your experience, which have been the students reaction
towards the exposure to authentic materials?

According to the teachers” answers it can be said that students have some reactions
OPAAEAI T U O DPAOOEAEDPAOA AO OAAAEAOO OAEA
that most of students have a positive reaction because when students read they want

to participate and they get involved in some discussions as well. However, teachers
added that at the beginning it is kind of difficult because some of them did not
participate. In this sense, it can be said that it depends on the topic students are
studying as one teacher mentioned that a topic related to animals can be more
attractive than others that students can feel less motivated for expressing their
opinion. In fact, through the participation students can demonstrate they are eager to

read about a nev topic given by a teacher.

Question 8: In general, which has been your app reciation to the implementation

of authentic materials in the course?

Regarding to this information gathered from teachers it can be appreciated that
teachers make use of authenti materials because students show an interest to the
topics they are working with. Even though, looking for authentic materials means
more work for teachers since they need to look for those materials appropriate for
students. but as one teacher mentionedf teachers take the time in advance they
could be ready at the beginning of the unit in order to prepare this kind of materials
for students, with the purpose of expanding new vocabulary and reading

comprehension as well.
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RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS ADDRESSED TO
STUDENTS AND PROFFESORS OF ENGLISH TEACHING AND MODERN LANGUAGES OF
READINGS AND CONVERSATION | COURSETAE FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Based on the interview questions administered to teadtrs and students of
English Teaching and Modern Languages of Readings and Conversation | linked to
group 01, group 03 and group 06 have demonstrated that the implementation of
authentic materials into the class have a meaningful impact that give the chanicethe
research group not only to analyze the current subject which is Readings and
Conversation |, but also to give an academic contribution over using authentic

materials for subsequent Readings and Conversation courses.

With regard to the interview results gathered from teachers and students, it can
be mentioned that both results point out that authentic materials have been good
inputs not only in Readings and Conversation | but also in previous courses of English
teaching. First because teachers haveore freedom for looking for those authentic
articles such as newspapers, magazines and videos that are oriented to the students’
expectations that is why, students are enthusiastic to read and to participate as well
since it is something new to the studets and give them the opportunity to go beyond
and acquire new vocabulary. In that way, Students feel motivated and eager to
participate. On the other hand, teachers detailed that authentic materials have some
advantages in a way. Why in a way, because kiog for new information means that
teachers have to follow some criteria like the source of the article and the level of
students. In other words, teachers have to verify if those articles are appropriate to
them and also if the texts fulfill the course bjectives even though this means more

time consuming for teachers.

When referring to the homework assignment out of class, students mentioned
that teachers made use of virtual platform and social networks like Facebook. So it can
be inferred that those were created with the purpose to encourage students to read
for checking some new vocabulary before attending classes. Same occurred with

videos, students watched it before going to classes for making some discussions. In
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addition to this, students were requred to answer some questions about different
topics studied in classes (animals, surrogacy, happiness;onomics in the 2Ft century

and biotechnology) and read articles in order to answer a reading control test in

classes.

For those reasons previously metioned it can be said that authentic materials
really help student to learn new vocabulary and facilitate their reading
comprehension. Also, students show an interest towards authentic texts by

demonstrating their participation in classes and out of class.
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IX. FINDINGS
A. Hypotheses’ test

In order to test the hypothesis formulated at the beginning of the current

undergraduate research projectthe following hypothesis is followed:

The use of authentic materials influences on a significative way the reading

proficiency level of students of Readings and Conversation | course.

For the purpose of testing the research hypothesis, the researchers administered a
standardized pretest to assess the level of reading proficiency of students from
Readirmgs and Conversation |. This test was administered before the treatment period
in the three groups that were selected for this study. Then the same test was
administered as a posttest to assess the level of reading proficiency of students after

being expsed to authentic materials.

The results gathered from both, pretest and posttest were submitted to the

Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient to find out if it was a correlation between the tests.

Correlation coefficient obtained from the pre -test and post-test scores.

Readings and Conversation | scores got by scores got by
group 01 students in the students in the post -
pre -test test
Pearson
scores got by students Correlation l o
in thge prZ-teSt - Sie.@ 000
tailed)
24 24
Pearson
scores got by stidents Correlation or 1
in thge posyt-test Sig. (2 .000
tailed)
N 24 24

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (Zailed).
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Interpretation of correlation coefficients.

Correlation _Interpretation
.00-.20 Negligible tb T x
.20-.40 Low

40-.60 Moderate
.60-.80 High/substantial
80zp 81

i A AT OOAI AOCET I

6 AOU EECGE

I £ nn xT 01 A AA AAE

i A AT OOAIN AOGEIN T 61qF p8 ™

The correlation coefficient obtained in the relationof the reading proficiency pretest

and posttest scores gained by students from Readings and Conversation | group Gl

8pw xEEAE

Z NAL L oA oA

interpretation of the strength of the correlation coefficients (see table below). In

addition to this the 2-tailed testing reveals that the correlation is significant at the

0.01 level.

Readings and Conversation | group Score got by Score got by
03 students in the students in the
pre -test post-test.
Score 9otby  corianon 1 565
St”de”tfe';thepre' Sig. (2tailed) 028
N 15 15
Score got by Pearson .565" 1
studentsin the post  Correlation
test Sig. (2tailed) .028
N 15 15

*, Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2ailed).

The chart above represents the correlation coefficientesulting from the pre- test and

pos-test scores obtained by students from Readings and Conversations | group 03

i AET OET ¢ EI

%l Cl EOE OAAAEET C

xEEAE EOh VN
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according to the interpretation of correlation coeffcients. Furthermore, the 2tailed

testing shows that the correlation is significant at the 0.05 level

Readings and Conversations | group 06. scores got by scores got by
students in the students in the
pre -test post-test
scores got by studentS)_f CZre;erzg Qn 1 701"
Readings and Conversation Sig. (2tailed) 002
pretest
N 16 16
scores got by studentsf Pearson 701" 1
readings and Conversation | Correlation
posttest Sig. (2tailed) .002
N 16 16

**_Correlation issignificant at the 0.01 level (2tailed).

In respect to the correlation coefficient derived from the scores obtained in the
reading proficiency pre- test and posttest. The results show a correlation of .70 which
is considered to be high/ substantial. Inother words the scores got in both test are
highly related one another. In addition to this, the 2 tailed testing suggest that the

correlation is significant at the 0.01 level.

Toconcludh AEOAO EAOET ¢ OOAI EOOAA OEAtohhReOAET AA
results reveal that statistically there is a significant (high/substantial)correlation
between the pre and postztest scores obtained by the students of Readings and

Conversation Igroup 01 and 06 whereas group 03 obtained a moderate correlation.

In other words, the researchers rejected the null hypothesis and asserted the research
hypothesis. Therefore, it can be concluded that authentic materials has a positive

influence on students” reading proficiency.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

B. Answer to the research questions
General Question:

What is the impact of the use of authentic materials on the students reading

proficiency in English language?

In order to answer this current research question, it will be necessary to go deeply to
the results gathered from the instrumens: pre-test and posttest, nonparticipant

observation guide and senmtstructure teachers and students” interview.

In the first place, it is inferred that pretest and a posttest have not shown the
expected improvement. The following charts reveal the databtained from pre and

post-test mean and standard deviation for each group tested.

Pre and post-test findings for group 01

Scores got by
students of
Readings and
Conversation |

Scores got by
students of
readings and
Conversation |

pre-test post-test
Mean 2.75 3.04
N 24 24
StdDeviation .608 751

Table representing the mean and standard deviation in the Reading
ProficiencyPre-test and posttest for group 01

Thetable above showsthat there is a short difference (0.29) between the scores got by

students in the pretest being this of 2.75 and 3.04 for the postest. In respect to the

standard deviation, it seems that for the preDA OO OOOAAT 668 OAT OAO
consistent showing a standard deviation of .608, whereas for the postst the
standard AAOEAOET T ET AOAAOAA AAET ¢ OEEO 1T &£ 8xvuph

scores show more variability in relation to the mean.
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Pre and post-test findings for group 03.

Scores got by Scores got by
students of Readings| studentsof Readings

and Conversation | | and Conversation |

pre-test post-test
Mean 2.87 2.67
N 15 15
Std. Deviationl .516 .816

Table representing the mean and standard deviation in the ReadingProficiency
Pre-test and posttest for group 03.
The results represented onthe chart above in relation to the pretest and posttest
scores obtained by students from Readings and Conversation group 03. The mean for
the pretest was 2.87, whereas for the popsbhA OO OOOAAT 0068 OAT OAO
decrease of 0.2 obtaining a mean @67 .On the other hand, the standard deviation for
the pre-test was .516, while in the postest the standard deviation was .816, in this
OAT OAh OOOAAT OO6 OAT OAO OE iteshid comparddh toAT T OEOO
what they showed in the posttestii  OAT AOET T O OEA 1 AAT8 )1 1

performance was better in the pretest than in the posttest.
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scores got by scores got by
students of students of
Readings and | readings and
Conversation | [ Conversation |
pretest posttest
Mean 3.00 2.94
N 16 16
Std. Deviation .966 1.181

IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

Table representing the mean and standard deviation in the Reading

Proficiency Pre-test and posttest for group 06

The results represented on the chart above irrelation to the pre-test and posttest

scores obtained by students from Readings and Conversation group 06. The mean for

the pretest was 3.00, whereas in the popsbAOO OOOAAT 6068 OAT OAO ,
obtaining a mean of 2.94 .On the other hand, the staadl deviation for the pre-test

was .966, while in the posttest the standard deviation was 1.181, in this sense,

OOOAAT OO86 OAT OAO OET x A A-tedt in Ghpadsbnl tadha) ddyi AA ET
showed in the posttest regarding to the mean. In other woA Oh OOOAAT 008 DPAOAE

was better in the pretest than in the posttest.

In addition to this, the graphs below will be useful to answer this research questions
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PRE TEST RESULTS FOR GROUPS 01,03 AND 06.

Readings and Conversation | Group 01 Readings and Conversation | Group 03 Readings and Conversation | Group 06

Count
Count
Recuento

10 a0 e 1120 2130 31-40 4150
110 11.20 2130 31-40 4 d : d
. . Score got by students of Readings and Conversation | in , i .
scores got by sts of Readings and Conversation | pretest reading proficiency pre-test scores got by students of Readings and Conversation | in
the reading proficiency pretest

Analysis: The current graphs present the scores gained by students from Readings and Conversation | groups; 01, 03, 06 in the reading
proficiency pre-OAO08 4EA OAOOI OO 1T AOGAET AA OA trdeAgrofpa prédé&indted Ghe fang® o RAtb G006 OA
scores, which meant that most of the students were far from the C1 level of reading proficiency prior to the treatment.

In second place, some students positioned in the range from 11 to 20 scores witlp@rcentage of 20.8%; 20.0% and 31.2% respectively.

Furthermore, just a short percentage of students (4.1%, 6.6%, and 12.5% respectively) who participated in the gest obtaining scores
ranging from 41- 50 scores in comparison to the rest they showed aelter performance in reading.

Finally, it is important to highlight that students scored higher in part one and four (multiple matching) that measure stuas ability to
find specific information in a text quickly and accurately. In contrast, most of them had trouble answering part two (gappéekt) that
corresponded to the ability to understand text structure and to identify sequence of ideas and part three (rtiple choice) deducing word
meaning in a text.
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POST TEST RESULTS FOR GROUPS 01,03 AND 06.

Readings and Conversation | Group 01 R

lings and C tion | Group 03 Readings and Coversation | group06

Count
Count
Count

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40
11-20 21-30 31-40

. . Score got by students of Readings and Conversation | in scores got by students of Readings and Conversation | in
scores got by students of Readings and Conversation | reading prociciency post-test
post-test

reading proficiency post-test

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 more than 50

Analysis: The results in the bar graphs above show the scores obtained in the reading proficiency passt by the students of Readings and Conversation |
groups 01, 03 and 06. According to this, it can be said that the predominant score in the three groups wagh range of 2130 being this of 45.83% for
group 01; the 46.67% in group 03 and the 37.50% in group 06. At the same time, some of the students obtained 11 to 20 scaitfs a percentage of

33.33%; 31.25% and 25.00% while just a 6.25% who participated irhe posttest obtained the highest score of more than 50 in comparison to the rest they
showed a better performance in reading after the treatment period.

Hence, it can be inferred that based on the results, the range of 230 in the posttest remained the same score from the préest showing again that the
students had the same difficulty answering the test; being these in part 2 (understand text structure) andup 3 (detailed understanding of a text)
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Finally, it can be concluded that in relation with the impact of authentic materials on
the reading proficiency of students from Readings and Conversation | course do not
have the higher incidence that researchersxpected at the end of the treatment. Since
the variation in the scores between the pre and the post test was not sufficient as to

conclude that reading proficiency of students increased.
ANSWER TOTHE RELATED RESEARCH QUESTION 1

Does the implementation of authentic materials in Readings and Conversation |

course become an alternative over using the traditional approach?

Respecting to this question, it can be said that the implementation of authentic
materials can become an alternative over using a text b& specially, in Readings and
Conversation | and Il courses. In accordance to the responses to a question included in
the interview for teachers that wasgo you consider that the implementation of authentic
materials in the Readings and Conversatiocolirse has an advantage over using the
traditional approach (course bookgachers expressed that they have more freedom to
select those topics appropriated to the level of students. Also, students get interested
in knowing more about language that peopleise nowadays. In contrast, books usually
follow stages of a specific chapter related to a specific topic. In addition, students are
not submitted in a book since books are strict and very limited in order to learn

academic English.

Whereas, using authentic materials students learn real language and update

information as well that fulfills a social purpose such as teaching second language.
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ANSWER TOTHE RELATED RESEARCH QUESTION 2

Does the exposure to authentic materials expand the vocabulary of Readings

and conversation | students?

The answer to this question was confirmed through the interview addressed to the
students from Readings and Conversatio I. For instance, question seven of the
interview was;in your opinion, do you consider that authentic material helped you in
the acquisition of new vocabulary?The responses that the interviewees provided to
this question revealed that most of the studerdg got a lot of new vocabulary from
authentic materials. In fact that is one of the issues that students highlighted most

about the use of authentic materials within the course.

In addition to this, results obtained in the observation guides re states theaét that

students were exposed to new vocabulary.

Readings and Conwversation | group 01

Recuento

acceptable outstanding

the students are exposed to a new vocabulary

For, instance the graph aboveresents the results got in relation to the exposure of

new vocabulary in students from group 01. It shows that in fact students were

Aobpi OAA O 1T Ax OT AAAOI AOU xEEAE ET 0001 O xA
the time. Similar percentages apply forigpups 03 and 06. 70% and 75% respectively
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Readings and Conwversation 1 group 03

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the students are exposed to a new vocabulary

Readings and Conwversation | group 06

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the students are exposed to a new vocabulary

ANSWER TOTHE RELATED RESEARCH QUESTION 3
Do authentic texts really stimulate the students” interest for reading?

The research team found the answer to this question during the observation phase,

this was registered in the observation guideand it is presented in the graphs below.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT

107



IMPACT OF THE USE OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS ON THE READING PROFICIENCY OF STUDENTS

Readings and Conversa tion | group 01

66.57%

Recuento

2

acceptable outstanding
The text enhances the students interest to read

$O00ET ¢ OEA 1 AOGAOOAOEIT DPAOEI A OOOAAT OO6 EIT
OARBOAAT A6 oob T &£ OEA OEI A AT A O1 OOOO0AT AET
AT 1 £ZEOI AA A1 01 ET OEA OOOAAT 006 AOOEOOAA Oi
authentic format. Students seemed willing to participate and look for more
information on the topics being studied. As showed in the graphs below, same

behavior applies for groups 03 and 06.

&1 O CO1T OP moh OOOAAT OO6 ET OAOAOO OI OAAA xAC
xEEIT A OEA xmbp 1T &£ OEIi A0 EO xAO Al 1 deRektA OAA AO
xAOA AT 1T OEAARAOAA AO O1 OOOOAT AET co ET OAOI O 1T A
gxpbp T £ OEA OEI A0 h xEAOAAO OEA pc¢chb 1T &£ OEI AO

Readings and Conversation | group 03

Count

acceptable outstanding

the text enhances the students interest to read
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Readings and Conversation | group 06

Count

acceptable

outstanding
the text enhances the students interest to read
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X. CONCLUSIONS

Through the development of thisundergraduate research project and from the data

gathered, the researchers have concluded the following:

U Even though results gathered in this investigation were not as significant as
they were expected, they are very acceptable considering that this modality
(using authentic materials, instead of a course book) ibeing included in the

Readings andConversation courses.

U Students from Readings and Conversation | courses have difficulty regarding
readings abilities such as, understanding the structure and progression of a
text, identifying a logical sequence of ideas, understanding linking words and
discourse katures. Moreover, sidents presented troubles deducingmeaning

from context and understandng small but important differences in meaning.

U Students proved strengths in the ability to find specific information on a text

quickly and accurately.

U The implementation of authentic materials as alternative tool of Radings and
Conversation | helpsstudents to expand their lexicon, since students can use

native speakers language and also) the application of reading techniques.

U The research team perceived thastudents were motivated while they were

being exposed to authentic materials.

U The systematic and organize teacher’s work contributed in the selection of the
appropriate authentic materials to be presented in the Readings and

Conversation | courses.
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XI. RECOMMENDATIONS

Having conducted this undergraduate research project on the use ofuthentic
materials and its impact on the students reading proficiency from Readings and
Conversation | course of the majors of Licenciatura en Idioma Inglés and Licenciedu
en Lenguas Modernas, semester II 2014 at the University of El Salvador, the

researchers recommend the following:
To students:

U Students should devote more time reading authentic text to develop reading

habits in order to increase their reading competence

U Readings and Conversation | students must apply the reading techniques by

practicing them when dealing with authentic materials.

U Students should take advantage of the technological resources like internet,
web sites, virtual platform, etc. so they can find updated authentic materials
such as videos, magazines, newspaper articlespeoks that will be beneficial

to them in the learning process of the target language.
To professors:

U The research group encourages teachers to keep on using auttiermaterials
in future courses of Readings and Conversatiomo enrich their teaching
methodology so that their classes turn to be more engaginand appealing to

students.

U Teachers shold include the use of authentic materials for Radings and
Conversation 1l oriented to reinforce the reading techniques that students

studied in the previous course of Readings and Conversation.
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U The researchersagreed that it is necessaryhat teachersencourage students to

read more by using real language in which authentic materials are involved.

To the Foreign Languages Department:

U The researchers consider that the Foreign Languages Department should
request to the United States Embassy and international institutions to provide
with authentic materials with the purpose to allow teachers to include in their

curricula.

U Authorities from the Foreign Languages Department should open a reading
room with authentic materials, so that students can improve their reading

skills.

U The Social Service Coordinator of the Foreign Language Department should
design a project in which students interested in working in their social service

could develop reading clubs in which autentic materials would be included.
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APPENDIX 1 TIMETABLE

Impact of the use of authentic materials on the reading proficiency of students from Readings and Conversation | at the Epréianguages
Department at the University of El Salvador during the year@.4.

ACTIVITIES

WEEKS

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPT

OCT

NOV

1234

1 |Working on the tesis profile

2 | First presentation of the tesis
profile

3 | Statement of the problem

4 | Theoretical framework

5 | Type of study and hypotheses

6 Research design, Population
and sample

7 | Second presentation

8 | Data gathering process
(treatment period)

9 | Data analysis and
interpretation of the data

10 | Hand in final report

11 | Pre-defense
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READINGS AND CONVERSATION | COURSE PROGRAM

GENERAL INFORMATION

Subject Name:: READINGS AND CONVERSATION |
Course Code : LCI114
Pre-Requisite : ADVANCED ENGLISH 1i
Credits (Hours) ; 4
Year / Semester ; 2014 / Semester Il
MajorStudy Plan ; Licenciatura en Idioma Inglés, &@n Ensefianza
] Licenciatura en Lenguddodernas, Especialidad en Francés e
LnngglsAnd Area : 4th Year /Languagend Skills Developmenirea

Academic Unit

Teaching The Subject: Foreign Language Department
Duration : 16 WEEKS
Course Teachers : GROUP 01 Lic. Francisco Antonio Rodriguez

GROUP 02 Licda. Yvette Henriquez
GROUP 03 Lic. René Hernandez
GROUP 04 Licda. MagalyAbrego
GROUP 05 Lic. Mathew Alvarado
GROUP 06 Lic. Juan Carlos Cruz

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Reading Approach: The Readings and Conversa
skills in reading, vocabulary building and critical thinking using a variety of reading texts and other
materials. In this course reading is viewed as a multistage pess i n which both
background knowledge along with previous preparation anestedfy play a significant role in the

effectiveness of the course. One of the main targets of the course is to help learners develop reading
fluency and reading copnehension. In order to develop the ability to read smoothly and



effortlessly, students are initially introduced to the basic reading techniques and are taught to read
chunks of texts instead of words, to track their reading progress and to avoid usilictitmary
when encountering unfamiliar words for the first time.

The Speaking Approach: As the course emphasizes speaking as the second target sKill, it is
developed through class discussions, debates, direct questions, group work, role plays and
integrded tasks. In this course students are expected to have already developed oral proficiency in
the language; therefore, the aim of the course is to make students react to the texts they read, to
criticize them, and to incorporate the target vocabularytivéo speech.

COURSE METHODOLOGY

Given that this is the first part of the two Reading and Conversation courses, aimed at developing
reading and speaking abilities at an advanced level, during the first two weeks of the course the
students will be introduckto the concept and application of the basic reading techniques. Those
two initial weeks will also be used to introduce the students to the concept and mechanics of public
speaking, guided discussions, the use of Moodle (for those groups having the [s¢stéen), and
debates.

There will be no structured book to follow. Instead, there is a list of major units/topics that will be
explored, developed and discussed. The reading aspect of this course will take texts from different
information sources (from mespapers, videos, magazines, etc.) that deal with specific aspects of

the general topic, and they will all be presented in the virtual classroom. The speaking aspect of the
course will be covered through guided discussions, presentations, debates andsppeddting

(speeches) which will be carried out in the classroom periods. The latter are aimed at building up

the studentsd confidence, developing their speak

During the first two weeks of the coursketstudents will be introduced to the foundational reading
techniques, how to be a good public speaker and the debate mechanics, while the following 12
weeks will be destined for the discussion of major topics; there will also be a total of 2 weeks that
have been programmed as evaluation periods during the semester.

The major units/topics that will be studied (explored, discussed and investigated) will be:

1. Animals

Surrogacy

Economics in the Zicentury
Biotechnology

Happiness

a bk wnN

There will be two maimspects evaluated:

Reading- The reading phase will be evaluated according to the two main types:



a. Extensive readingThis will be evaluated by the reading of a book from which they will have to
present partial advances, either orally (as a short \dlifgoor in writing (as a written report).

b. Intensive reading This will be evaluated in combination with the oral activities, since the
students will have to have read beforehand: 1. For them to have source information as an
information/vocabulary inpuabout the major units/topics, and 2. For them to have an opinion about
the topics explored.

Speaking - The speaking phase of the course will be evaluated using different modalities, and will
derive from the study/exploration/investigation of each major topic:
a. Guided discussions

b. Speeches BASED ONAJOR TOPIGRROGRAMMED
c. Debates

d. Conversation groups

e. Oral presentation FINALEXTENSIVE READING PROJECT PRESENTAT

GENERAL OBJECTIVES
At the end of the course, the students are expected to:

1. Be able to read and understand a wide variety of types of reading, including text withgraphic
diagrams, tables, photographs, blogs, etc.

2. Develop visual and textual literacy.

3. Devel op strategies such as using background
reading process, recognizing relationships with a paragraph, and distinguiabtagfrbm
opinions.

4. Strengthen oral speech through the use of high frequency words from the readings, oral tasks,
debates and discussions.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES At the end of the course,
REGARDING READING: The students are expected to:

Understand thgist of entire passages

Identify the main idea of texts and paragraphs

Find factual details

Identify the meaning of reference in the text

Understand the meaning of vocabulary in context

I nfer someonebds intention or opinion
Detect the authordés purpose

=A =4 =4 =4 =8 =4 =4



REGARDING CONVERSATION/ORAL EXPRESSION: The students are expected to:

1 To enrich vocabulary.

1 To take an active part in discussions and debates, and to be able to state and defend
their opinions clearly, convincingly and articulately.

i To give short presentatismelated to the readings of the course.



SUGGESTED WEEKLY TIMETABLE (16 -WEEK PERIOD)

WEEK PROFESSOR
No. MAJOR TOPIC ACTIVITY IN CHARGE
- Reading techniques:
1 Scanning,
1 1 Skimming,
1 Previewing and Predicting,
Reading Techniques 1 Vocabulary Knowledge,
9 Topics, Topics of
How to be a good public speaker Paragraphs, *
M1 Main Ideas;
2 Debate mechanics 1 Making Inferences,
1 Summarizing
1 Patterns of Organizatian,
3 - Debate mechanics
- Speech delivery
READING TECHNIQUES EXAM
4 TOPIC 1: Yvette
5 Animals Henriquez
6 TOPIC 2: René
7 Surrogacy Hernandez
8 MID TERM WEEK
9 TOPIC 3: Mathew
10 Economics in the 21Century Alvarado
11 TOPIC 4: MaaalvAb
aga rego
12 | Biotechnology galy g
13 TOPIC 5: Frank
14 Happiness Rodriguez
1516 FINAL BOOK PRESENTATIONS

EVALUATION SYSTEM

Taking into consideration that the minimum number of evaluations is 5, evaluations have been

distributed as follows:

EVALUATION EVALUATION EVALUATION EVALUATION EVALUATION EVALUATION
1 2 3 4 5 6
TeRcehidimL?es Mid-term Exam Reading Par![ir::_id:tsizn & Book advances  Final book

9 controls b (2) presentation
Exam Debates
20% 20% 10% 20% 10% 20%
BASED ON EACH MAJOR UNIT/TOPIC (INTENSIVE READING) BOOK (EXTENSIVE READING)




CLASSROOM RULES

1.CLASS PARTICI PATI ON: Studentsd active participa
any virtual forum the teachers may prepare.

2.INCLASS STUDENTS6 BEHAVI OR: At the teachero6s di
disruptive behavior or refuse tparticipate in the class activities may be asked to leave the
classroom.

3. MISSED EVALUATIONS: Requests for missed evaluation should be made presenting a genuine
written justification, within the next 72 hours following it. Otherwise, evaluatwilignot be made

up.

4. COURSE MATERIALS: It ismandatory for all students to have their own required materials
for class.

5. HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES: Students must turn in their homework
assignments on the DUE DATES; excuses are NOT accepted unless thejidardocumented
ones.

6. BEGINNING OF CLASS: The classroom might be closed five minutes after the beginning of the
class. Late comers may not be allowed to come in for class.

7. STUDENTS WHO WORK: Students who have a job will comply with all réguilations and
policies established for the course. No special concessions will be given.

8. GROUP CHANGES: No group changes are allowed under any circumstances.

9. USE OF CELLPHONE: Cellphones should be off or in vibration mode during class hours.
Students are allowed to use the cellphone only for academic purposes such as looking for
information on the internet or using cell phone dictionaries; any other use is not authorized.

REFERENCES / RESOURCES
BOOKS

1 More Reading Power. Beatrice S. Mikulecky hdla Jeffries.
THE WEB

1 http://www.olyimpic.org/uk/index_uk.asp

1 http://science.natioanlgeographic.com/sciehealthandhumanbody/human
body/skinarticle.html.

1 http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/gemtda. html


http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/giant%20-panda.html

APPENDIX 3
READING PROFICIENCY TEST

UNIVERSITY OF EL SALVADOR
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
. DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES

““Research Project: Impact of the use of authentic materials on the reading
proficiency of students from Readings and Conversation | atthe Foreign
LanguagesDepartment of the University of El Salvadorduring the year 2014.

Major: Licenciatura en Idioma Ingles Opcion Ensenanza.

Objective: The aim of the present reading test is to assess the readingproficiency
level of students in accordance with the Common European Framework of
Reference (CEFF).
Directions: read carefully the following readings and translate the answers to the
separate answer sheet.

FART 1

Answer questions 1-12 by referring to the newspaper article about university
students and the Jobs they have chosen. Indicate your answerson the separate
answer sheet.

For questions 1-12, answer by matching the opinions expressed with the people
listed (A—E) on the right below.

Some of the choices may be required more than once.

Note: When more than one answer is required, these may be given in any order

[

Which person

|
|
stopped work after a short time? 1 |
has a full-time temporary job? 2 ‘
had to do something unwillingly 5
because of a poor financal situation? = [—— ‘
misses friends on the course? C - — o | A Matthew Bashford
has not left university yet? 6 B Mike Hale
finds an alternative to a job with a C Pete Fulford
| ? T s
— D Kelly Moore
fo g :
eels confident about finding a job? 8 E ebarcs Msrat
found it difficult to get on with
colleagues? 9 ..
is not very ambitious with regard to
future jobs? 10 . |
found a job easily? T8 s I

learnt a lot from a job? 12 . |



Welcome to the world of work! How do students make the

transition from campus to career?

HERE are aspects of student

life that most graduates will
happily leave behind; not many
will miss writing essays at two
in the moming, or cramming for
exams. But for some students
the only thing more daunting
than doing a degree is finishing
one. “Students have it easy” -
it's one of those irritating things
that people say. It's even more
irritating when they turn out to
be right.

Giving up student status
means renouncing the laid-back
lifestyle and three-month summer
holidays. Instead, there is a
soul-destroying search for work
to look forward to. So are this
year's graduates ready for the
transition?

Matthew Bashford graduated
a year ago from the University
of Humberside with a degree in
Business Studies. “It's awful,”
he says. “It makes you want to
go back and be a student again.
You find it difficult to get work
in the first place, and when you
do, it's menial stuff and the
office politics are a nightmare —
it's not easy to make friends.”
On top of that, full-time
employment has not brought
the deluge of cash Matthew
expected. “After the increase in
rent, bills, and income tax, I was
better off as a student than I am
now in terms of disposable
income,” he says. He is still
seeking a permanent position.

For others, it is not only
finding the job that is a

problem, but also accepting the
responsibility that goes with it.
Mike Hale left Hertfordshire
University with a law and
economics degree. Lack of
money meant he was forced
back home which felt “like a
regression”, and he found it
hard to adjust to the nine-to-five
routine. “The thing is,” he says,
“college is so free and easy
that even the thought of doing
40 hours a week is a bit
intimidating. But you can’t fight
it, you've got to earn money.
You have to become part of the
system.”

After working for nine
months as a guitar technician,
Mike had saved enough money
to go travelling, an increasingly
common choice for college
leavers. But those who take the
backpacking route have to
start at the bottom of the career
ladder when they return, Mike
solved this problem by starting
his own business.

Another common problem is
that leaving university means
losing the structure that a degree
course provides. Pete Fulford,
who left Coventry University
with a BSc in industrial project
design two years ago, says, “I
got a bit depressed because
there was a lot of camaraderie
on my course, we were a very
close-knit group. There was this
institution that I was a part of,
and then it was gone, It left a
kind of void.”

A year after leaving Brighton

with a degree in design history,
Kelly Moore was going through
similar emotions. She said,
“Going to lectures, being part of
the system, it gives you a scnse
of security, and you lose that
when you leave.”

Not all students are daunted
by the rite of passage from
university to the jobs market.
Rebecca Jones, a student of
French and German from
Liverpool University, is looking
forward to leaving college and
earning some money. She will
take “any job going” to pay off
her debts, although long-term
career plans are vague. She
mentions returning to France,
where she spent part of her
degree, and that she would be
disappointed if she didn't use
her language skills. *“You don't
know what it’s going to be like
until you get there, do you?"

Maybe not, but it is possible
to plan. Those who have coped
best are those who have thought
about the difficulties they might
face and are open to the diverse
range of opportunitics that may
arise.

“I knew it was going to be
hard,” says Kelly, “but I had a
game plan. I wanted to get a job
that would help me pay off my
debts, and [ started applying as
soon as | finished my course. |
was offered a job as a personnel
manager on the day I graduated.
It certainly wasn't my idecal
position, but it was an absolutely
brilliant experience. It taught
me self-discipline, how to
organise myself and a great
deal about the workplace. My
advice is, don’t just hope that
something will come along,
start planning what you're going
to do as early as possible. It
makes it so much casier.”




PART 2

For questions 13-18, you must choose which paragraphsA-G on the next page fit

into the numbered gaps in the

following newspaper article. There is one extra

paragraph which does not fit in any of the gaps. Indicate your answers on the

separate answer sheet .

A GONSUMING ADDIGTION

hopping used to be nothing more than a way

of obtaining food, clothing and other

necessities of life. Today, however, shopping
symbolises the materialistic culture of western
society and its popularity as a leisure activity
reflects the rise of consumerism.

13

Her research also reveals that certain types of
goods are more likely to be bought on impulse
than others. Those most frequently reported -
clothes, jewellery, ornaments — are closely related
to self-image and appearance. This finding is
contrary to usual theories about impulse shopping,
which explain it as a short-term gratification
winning out over longer-term concerns such as debt.

Having more money has meant spending patterns
have changed. While traditional models of
economic behaviour assume that consumers are
rational and weigh up the costs and benefits
before making a purchase, anyone who has ever
walked into a shop and left five minutes later with
a new jacket and £80 less in their wallet knows
that this theory does not always hold true.

14

Her research on consumer behaviour identified
impulsive buying as an attempt by shoppers to
bolster their self-image, particularly for those who
suffered from so-called compulsive buying or
shopping addiction, a condition that affects 2 to 5
per cent of adults in the West.

The three-year study compared excessive buyers
to a similar group of ordinary consumers.
Excessive shoppers were more materialistic and
believed that buying goods was a pathway to
success, happiness and identity. “Excessive buying
is a coping strategy to fill the gaps between how
shoppers feel about themselves and the person
they want to be,” Dr Dittmar said.

15

16

In other words, shoppers were more willing to
wait for “low impulse” goods such as kitchenware,
than they were for clothes or other “high impulse”
items. However, it was found that some of the 60
consumers asked to maintain a shopping diary
for the study often regretted their impulsive
purchases. Dr Dittmar said, “When people had
explicitly bought for self-image reasons, regret
was more likely to occur.”

17

The conclusions drawn by Dr Dittmar about the
treatment of compulsive shoppers are that
prescribing anti-depressant drugs might solve the
problem but only as long as sufferers continue to
take them. Instead, they needed therapeutic help
to address the underlying causes such as poor
self-image.

18

“In no sense do these people directly force anyone
to buy anything. But they are very sophisticated,
making advertisements and shopping environments
very seductive and playing on the idea that if you
buy product X you will be much more attractive.”




Dr Dittmar said that the idea that consumers’
impulsiveness differed, depending on the type of
goods, was also supported by the finding that
shoppers were less willing to delay gratification
for items bought on impulse.

But there are pitfalls, such as debt and addiction
to buying. Addicts shop for shopping’s sake rather
than to buy what they need.

Helga Dittmar, senior lecturer in psychology at
Sussex University, has found that consumer goods
are the material symbols of who a person is and
who they would like to be,

Her research also raises questions over the
methods used to attract shoppers and encourage
them to buy. Although advertisers and retailers
increasingly appeal to consumers’ self-image, Dr
Dittmar said it was very difficult to argue that
these factors were responsible for compulsive
shopping.

E Although there were other ways of dealing with

poor self-image, such as over-exercising or
alcoholism, she said that shopping had become
one of the most important strategies. This was
especially true for women, who were three times
more likely to be compulsive shoppers than men,
as shopping was a socially approved activity, and
allowed those who do not go out to work to get out
of the house, Dr Dittmar said.

But this finding was ambiguous because shopping
addicts were more motivated by self-image than
ordinary shoppers and were more likely to regret
their actions, “It's not quite clear which way round
this relationship goes, but there is a link between
being very concerned with self-image goods and
regretting impulse buying.”

This has been made possible by the 75 per cent
increase in disposable income in the past 20 years.
The number of credit cards in use has more than
quadrupled, and the amount of outstanding
consumer debt has almost tripled in the same
period.



PART 3

Read the following newspaper article and answer questions 19-24. On your answer
sheet, indicate the letter A, B, C, or D against the number of each question 19-24.
Give only one answer to each question.Indicate your answerson the separate
answer sheet.

WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS

BY DAVID WIDGERY

he first thing any practising doctor who
E also writes gets asked is, ‘How do you

find the time2’ A combined career ocught,
in theory, to be perfectly possible: writers and
doctors are both only trained observers. And
there is a distinguished list of literary medics. But
almost all end up doing one or the other. And if
they are any good as writers, the stethoscope
takes second place. There never seems to be time
to do both properly.

But William Carlos Williams, the great
Modernist poet, succeeded. Williams, who was
born in 1883 and died in 1963 after a series of
strokes, was not only a prolific poet, critic,
novelist and dramatist, but also a life-long,
full-time general practitioner in Rutherford, New
Jersey. Although he could have easily set up a
private practice in Manhattan, he chose instead
to work in a working class industrial township
with many recent immigrants from Italy and
Eastern Europe, who spoke litle English.

His ‘Doctor Stories’ deal with crises
understood by any contemporary inner-city GP:
still birth, autopsy, patients who refuse
examination or cannot understand reassurance,
never-ending family consultations in broken
English, the particular test of night-visiting. My
visits are made to the concrete tower-blocks of
Tower Hamlets in London’s East End, and the new
immigrants are from Vietnam and Bangladesh.

There is no other writer who deals with how to
listen, how to care, how to be there at the
moment of physical need. He must have jotted

these feelings down on prescription pad or
notebook, then transcribed them on his
laboratory typewriter, when hammering often
awoke his children. ‘By the time we assembled
for breakfast, he had probably already done an
hour’s sfint,’ recalls his physician son William.

As much as his industry, | like his laconic tone.
His tenderness is hard-edged, his humanism
slightly cynical; best of all, he is never
senfimental about the oppressed. And there is the
sheer quality of his literary work.

Williams, whose mother was Puerto Rican,
was only a second-generation English speaker,
so he struggled to develop a truly American
voice. His innovations were a simple way of
writing with no similes and metaphors, using a
syntax and rhythm based on lung breaths. It
produced a wonderful, still woefully underrated
body of work, ranging from the long love-poem -
‘Asphodel’, to the haiku-like lilts in ‘Pictures from
Breugel'.

Williams is heroic because he was a prophet
in his own land, because he reclaimed poetry
from European-imitation academics and because
he stayed a working doctor — and enjoyed it. ‘I
never felt’, he wrote, ‘that medicine interfered
with me but rather that it was my food and drink,
the very thing that made it possible to write.” So
whenever | become disgruntled about the
workload, | mutter a phrase of Williams’s about
one of his patients, which sums up my own
mixed feelings about practising in the East End:
‘her smile, with a shrug, always won me.’







19

20

21

22

23

24

How is William Carlos Williams unlike other literary doctors, according to David

Widgery?

A He enjoyed working as a doctor.

B His work as a doctor was a source of ideas for his writing.
C He managed to continue both careers for all his life.

D His powers of observation developed with his writing.

The problems that Williams encountered among his patients

A were typical of the time.

B exist in similar settings today.

C have disappeared with advances in medicine.
D were specific to the region where he worked.

In which area is there a similarity between William Carlos Williams and
David Widgery?

A literary tastes
B temperament
C family origins
D working environment

When did William Carlos Williams do his literary work?

A atnight

B after evening surgery
C during the afternoon
D in the early morning

According to David Widgery, the reputation of William Carlos Williams

A is now higher than it has ever been.

B is not as high as it deserves to be.

C has declined since his death.

D has been overshadowed by that of his contemporaries.

Regarding his own medical work, David Widgery

A fails to find it challenging.

B sometimes wishes he had less to do.

C continues practising for the sake of his patients.
D finds it interferes with his aims as a writer.



PART 4

Answer questions 25-42 by referring to the information members of the Brett
family give about their education. Indicate your answers on the separate answer
sheet.

For questions 25-42 choose your answers from the list of family members (A-D).

Some choices may be required more than once.

Which family member

says fellow-pupils expected to find jobs

near where they lived? 25 ...

had potential that was not realised early? 26 ...

regrets the lack of career choice? 27 ...

suffered from hostility from people of the same age? 28 ...

had an education that did not continue to secondary

level? 29 ...

did mental arithmetic? 30 ...

passed an examination to go on to secondary

education? 31 ...

had parents who suffered financially to A Freda
support his / her education? 32 ... B Brian
was prevented by the school from doing the C Mike
desired choice of subjects? 33 ...

changed schools during secondary education? 34 ... D Elizabeth
had teachers who treated boys and girls in the

same way? 35 ...

recognised the benefits of a different learning

approach? 36 ...

had to study with the constant fear of expulsion? 37 ...

exceeded the school’s expectations? 38 ...

used technology to communicate with pupils in

another country? 39 ...

failed an important exam? 40 ...

had decided on a profession before leaving school? 41 ...

was forced to study a favourite subject outside school? 42 ...




EDUCATION

An English Family,
80 Years of Schooling

Freda Brett, 85

I started school when I was four. I didn’t learn

anything at my first school, we just played. Then we
moved and I went to a school a mile from home - 1
used to walk with my brother, the roads were safe then.
The headmaster really was a cruel man, he used to beat
the boys. I was about eight when we moved again and I
went to another school where I was very happy. [ don’t
think we learnt all that much — we did reading, writing,

" arithmetic, history and geography. The boys did
gardening and the girls did needlework and
housewifery. The whole school was in one room,
divided into classes. We sat in rows of wooden desks
facing the teacher who would write on the board and
ask questions. We learnt to add up in our heads — they
can't do that now. We never got any homework. We had
singing lessons but no piano. There were nature lessons
but no art lessons. Only two people went on to
secondary education in my time. We had no ambition,
but our parents never put us forward either. I suppose
it was as much as they could do to support us. [ wish we
had the opportunity to have done more — there were
not the chances there are now. We never had any special
training for anything specific at school.

Brian Brett, 65

iscipline was enforced by fear at my first school.

The headmaster was very brutal. The teachers
tended to be elderly spinsters. Most learning was by
rote. There wasn’t a great deal of individual attention,
and no homework. School was very much divorced
from your home and parents.

We were a very poor family. It was a grind just to stay
alive. You had no expectations really. Everyone worked
locally. Each year the top class was entered for the
county scholarship exam for grammar school in
Stowmarket. Only one place each year went to someone
from my school, and I got it. My parents had to make a
great financial sacrifice to send me there. My fees were
paid for, but I needed things like a uniform which cost
two or three weeks’ worth of my father’s wages. I got a
free bus pass and was entitled to free school meals too,
but that was looked upon by my parents as charity, so |

took sandwiches. If T hadn’t got the scholarship, I would
have gone to the area school and left at about 14.
Instead, my parents signed a piece of paper saying I
would stay until I was 16. They were aware it might lead
to something better. It tended to mean you went from
blue collar to white collar. I was an outcast among my
own kind: virtually ostracised. It was very difficult, not
being part of the troop that roamed the village.

We did English grammar and literature, chemistry,
botany and religious education. French was
compulsory. The girls did cookery and prepared school
meals, the boys did woodwork. There were no visual
aids. There was much greater discipline because there
was always the threat of being expelled. It was a very
narrow education.

Mike Brett, 42

I went to four different primary schools. I quite liked
school, although I didn’t know what was going on.
My last year was spent in a middle-class urban school
that was much more formal. There was a lot of rote-
learning, and I was introduced to some subjects for the
first time, such as classics. It was obvious that the
11-plus examination figured prominently in the
school’s thoughts. I think it was a shock to my parents,
because it was also obvious that T wasn't going to pass
it. They got me a private tutor, but I failed anyway. My
father was very disappointed. All my friends bar one
passed the 11-plus; that still hurts today. It was totally
iniquitous. I felt a failure for years after that. Education
for me was a dawning process: I was a late developer.
My mother told me recently that when one teacher
wrote: ‘He will never achieve anything in life’ in my
report, I was determined to prove him wrong.

So I went to the secondary modern. Discipline was
rigorously enforced. Some of the teachers were
absolutely brutal. It was part of the culture of the
institution. It was expected that everyone in my class
would do O level examinations. I scraped five. My
father was amazed. I was surprised, to be honest.
remember my parents visiting the school. There had
been some discussion at home about my progress. I had
another private tutor for a few years, so they were
obviously interested and concerned. They thought of







